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A Newsletter of 
The Foreside Community Church 

United Church of Christ 

“We promise our love, support, and care to Hayes, her parents, and to all who will join 

together to nurture them within the faith and family of Jesus Christ.”  

And so Hayes Hamill was brought into the family of God within FCC on September 27, 2026. 
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  PASTORAL NOTES 

Now there are varieties of  gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of  services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of  activities, but it is the same God who activates all of  
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of  the Spirit for the common good…All 
these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses. - 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11 

What difference does a community of  faith make? 

As people who have found meaning in being part of  a welcoming, worshipping, and serving community, we often think 
of  the difference that church makes for us… We reflect on particular relationships, practices, and callings that come to 
us through the church. But, of  course, that’s often a view of  our church’s footprint from the ‘GPS satellite’. Those 
things which fit within the walls or a few hours of  worship, fellowship, and learning. We don’t take up much space, our 
sweet meeting house and sanctuary perched overlooking Casco Bay. 

In fact, the footprint of  any church—and definitely ours—is much wider, really… defined not by the dimensions of  
property lines and structures, but by the way the community flows in and out sharing resources, and the gathered people 
and gifts spread out each Sunday afternoon throughout the week. Yes, our life here is enriched by all that you bring to 
our worship and learning, music and connecting… but there are many more hours in the week in which the world is 
most touched and transformed by the ways in which you make the gifts of  the Holy Spirit, and the presence of  Christ 
felt by who you are and how you serve as a unique blessing to and member of  this church. 

This fall and winter, we’re learning about Nanna’s House and their care for children in Maine encountering the foster sys-
tem, partly through a faithful connection by our friend Marty Scarlett. We’re continuing to nurture connection with and 
care for the children of  Pine Ridge Reservation and the Oglala Sioux peoples with Lisa Nash. We’re sustaining and nour-
ishing families through Dotty Blanchette and our many volunteers and partners with the Falmouth Food Pantry, and 
with the historic connection that our friend Alex Nickerson made to the Lo-oc Food Pantry in the Philippines years ago. 

Far beyond the difference made from direct connections to the church, there is the difference that you all make in our 
local community and the world in your daily work lives. Here in this place are people working for an end to domestic and 
intimate partner violence, for more access to life-saving treatments for HIV and AIDS, for spiritual and practical re-
sponses to climate change, and creating community and joy for those adapting to disabilities. You teach English as a sec-
ond language, provide tax assistance to those with need, give time and even blood to care for others during medical cri-
sis. You conserve and teach the beauty of  the earth and create loving camp communities which care for children and 
strive to make peace in the world. You love God, the world, and its people… and it shows. 

This is by no means a complete list! (And pastors should know better than to start listing blessings, we’ll always leave out 
something important…) But the impact of  this community is vast and cannot be counted, thanks to the gifts you carry 
within you and the spirit of  generosity which calls them out of  you. 

This fall is also a season in which we gather gifts for our mutual life and ministry. I am so thankful for those who are 
leading with generosity and vision through our Capital Campaign and the upcoming Annual Appeal which sustains all we 
do each year. I hope you will all prayerfully consider how you can support these good works in the time to come. Above 
all, I give thanks for all of  you and that power of  God “capable of  more than we could ask or imagine.” 

To look out over our congregation on a Sunday morning is to see the diverse and abundant work of  the Holy Spirit. May 
we continue to be grateful for all the varieties of  gifts which make this community of  Christ one in which we see the 
richness of  God’s abiding love and hope… and seek to share them. 
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On the road and missing a sermon?  Want to go back and revisit any one sermon?  

Want to  share a sermon with a friend or  family member?  Pastor Geoff ’s sermons in 

both written and  audio form from May 2019 and including Easter services (minus 

“Prayers on the Patio”) can be viewed and/or heard on FCC’s website at:  

http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/category/sermons/ 

 

I am available for times to visit, sit, or pray together as 
you would like. If  you would like to schedule a meeting, 
you can do so  here, or by contacting me by email.   
 

                                              Blessings of  the Spirit to you  
                                                 Pastor Geoff 

Worship in the sanctuary… 

...and attendance on Sundays is open to all with 

the following protocols in place: 

• Mask wearing is voluntary (a supply can be 
located in the narthex). 

• We ask households to give each other  good 
social distance. 

• Worship continues to also be live-streamed  
       for attending  convenience by going to: 

 
    https://www.youtube.com/  
ForesideCommunityChurch  

 
Bulletins for each service, including words 
to that day’s hymns are also posted at the 
above website address. 
 

 

Centering Prayer has reconvened on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Join with Pastor Geoff  
and others in the pastor’s office and explore the practice and ideas of  centering pray-
er, a meditative practice from the contemplative Christian tradition. No prior experience is 
necessary. 

Supporting the Ministry of  FCC  

As we work to continue to offer ministry inside and 
out of our congregation in a time of so much instabil-
ity, we would invite you consider how you can contin-
ue to support our work in the world.  Please know 
that if you would like to mail a gift or regular pledge 
payment to the church office, the office will be open 
to receive that gift.  
 
If you would like to make a one time gift online, 
or if you would like create an account for a 
monthly recurring gift, you may do so through Pay-
Pal by going to our giving page  and clicking the 
"Donate" button.  
 
Thank you for the ways you share from your lives and 
empower the ministry of the church, offering connec-
tion, nurturing, and support here and in the wider 
world!  

http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/category/sermons/
https://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/gp-calendar/
https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=ea6dc9b109&e=475d364cab
mailto:gparker@foresidechurch.org?subject=Scheduling
https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=19c1407a20&e=475d364cab
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/giving/
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The Christmas Fair is right around the corner! 

Start planning your check list now: 

(and further details will be provided shortly) 

Donate a Timeless Treasure that is not getting used, or that croquet set  

gathering dust in the basement! 

Donate your best culinary concoction for a dinner for the silent auction! 

Bake something yummy for the tummy for the baked goods table. 

Make candy!  

Donate a piece of  costume jewelry you haven’t worn in years. 

Order your Christmas wreath. 

Fill a basket for the silent auction!   

Suggestions: Travel items, birthday items, “green” supplies. 

Fire up your knitting needles and make mittens! A hat!  A scarf!   

In the meantime, and starting October 1, come see 

us in the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays between 1 and 3 p.m. – 

Bring your donations or your hands to lend, or your brain to share 

ideas.  We work, we talk, we laugh – and the more fun we have, 

the greater success we can plan for on the big day, and the more 

lasting the memories; an unbeatable combination! 
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Mark your calendars…. 

FALL  

CLEAN-UP DAY  

is a-comin’!!  
Join us and you too can have as much fun as this mirth-
filled couple, pictured here!   
But first, a few qualifying questions for our would-be  
volunteers… 
 
 
Do you take your FCC membership commitment seri-
ously, like these two clearly do?  

Do you have an unyielding work ethic that is written all over your face?   
Can you wield a pitchfork – I mean yard rake – with a vise-like death grip?  

 
If you answered YES to any one of the questions above, then have we got a job for YOU!  

   

Saturday, October 31st 9:00 AM – noonish 
 
Wear your “not-for-fun” apron and your “I-mean-business” overalls.  
  
Bring your “these-ain’t-for-sissies” yard tools.  (If you don’t have ‘em, we’ll supply ‘em.)  
 
Show us what you got and we just may reward you with donut holes and apple cider…IF 
you can unclench your jaw long enough to partake… 
 
Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex!  We would love to know if you can join us on 
Halloween morning for an hour or more… 
 
and Shhhhh! Don’t tell anyone, but you might just have a little fellowship and fun!   
 
Thanks, and we hope to see you then!    
Bruce and Cynthia and the Building & Grounds Ministry 
 

 

mailto:pckaake@comcast.net
mailto:cynthia.beggs54@gmail.com
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Green Team Extends Invitations 

     You are invited to walk the new Riverfront Woods Pre-
serve in Yarmouth on Sunday, October 4 at 2 PM.  This 
totally accessible one-mile trail, was designed with input 
from our Wabanaki neighbors, and it includes a dozen 
beautiful signs, unlike anything else in greater Portland.  
     The Foreside Church will not have morning worship 
that day because Route 88 will be closed for the Maine Mar-
athon. Instead, the Green Team offers us the chance to tap 
into the wisdom of Maine's first people by walking this trail 
together. The address is Riverfront Drive in Yarmouth, 6 
miles from the Foreside Church. Maine Master Naturalist 
Susan Gilpin will lead the walk. To protect wild life, dogs 
are not permitted in the preserve.  
     The preserve supports beavers, otters, deer and a variety 
of bird species and distinct flora, creating a surprisingly re-
mote experience for paddling in the summer and skating, 
snowshoeing, and skiing in the winter. The trails are de-
signed for wheelchairs, baby carriages, and comfortable 
walking. Dogs and bikes are not permitted, increasing the 
remote experience of the preserve. LOCATION: At the 
end of Riverfront Drive (off East Elm Street near the East 
Elm and North Road Intersection), Yarmouth. After the 
walk, the Goodrich’s invite everyone to their new home 
for refreshments. Printed copies of the directions will 
be provided that day. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

 

The BTS Center is hosting an on-line book study 
group in October to read and reflect on Reading the 
Bible on Turtle Island: An Invitation to North American 
Indigenous Interpretation by T. Christopher 
Hoklotubbe and H. Daniel Zacharias. The group 
will meet on five Thursdays in October — October 
1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 — from 4 - 5:30 p.m. via Zoom 
with the authors joining the discussion on October 
29. Daniel Zacharias is Cree-Anishinaabe / Metis 
from Winnipeg, Manitoba and serves as associate 
dean and professor of New Testament students at 
Acadia Divinity College in Nova Scotia. Christo-
pher Hoklotubbe is a citizen of the Choctaw Na-
tion of Oklahoma, earned his Doctorate of Theolo-
gy at Harvard University and directs the Indigenous 
Theological Initiative of Bexley Seabury Semi-
nary.  Both are members of NAIITS, an indigenous 
learning community. For more information and to 
register, contact www.btscenter.org 

                   

Let's Talk About Clothing! 

     You're invited to a Green Team drop-in sharing 
session on Sunday, October 18, 11 am, in the par-
lor. We'll talk about clothing and how our choices 
impact the environment. Do you consider the envi-
ronment when you buy new clothing? How long do 
you keep your clothes? When it's outgrown, out of 
fashion, out of size or just no longer appealing, 
how do you dispose of it? What about children's 
clothing? Are the rules different than for adults? 
This is a casual conversation with folks sharing 
their discoveries, their ideas, their questions.     
Thank you!                                              Dana 

Some of the signs posted along the trail. 

https://www.yarmouthcommunityservices.org/riverfront-woods-preserve
https://www.yarmouthcommunityservices.org/riverfront-woods-preserve
http://www.btscenter.org
mailto:sdhhumphreys@aol.com
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.) 

 

FCC Book Club Updates 
 
     The Foreside Book Club  started off the new sea-
son  with a lengthy and in depth discussion of The Signature 
of All Things by Elizabeth Gilbert. We talked for an hour and 
a half and could have kept right on going. We managed to 
touch on all the major themes and characters and how they all 
fit together by the end. A truly remarkable novel by a great 
writer!. The books always mean so much more after listening 
to everyone's input!  
     Now onto the next book, Stoner by John Williams 
(summary follows). That meeting will be on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 21 in the upstairs classroom of the church at 4:00 p.m. 
As always, all are welcome to attend any meeting for a friendly 
and non-judgmental hour of conversation. You won't regret it! 
Mark your calendars, and happy reading. 
                                                                              
     The son of a Midwestern farmer, William Stoner comes to 
the University of Missouri in 1910 to study agriculture. He had 
intended to return home and take over his father's farm - but 

instead, inspired by the professor of 
English literature, he remains at the 
university to teach. Stoner tells of 
love and conflict, passion and re-
sponsibility against the backdrop of 
academic life in the early 20th centu-
ry. Powerfully and movingly written, 
Stoner is a study of a dedicated man 
relentlessly committed to honesty in 
himself and in his dealings with oth-
ers. The truth of one man's unas-
suming life can rarely have been cap-
tured with such skill and beau-
ty.” (Amazon) 

 

~ Mimi 
 
 

Like to Work 
With your Hands? 

      
     Justice and Outreach has been working with a 
friend of the  church who had extremely high heat-
ing bills last winter. In further support J&O is now 
also working with WindowDressers, a volunteer 
group that builds custom-measured wood and plas-
tic film window-insulating inserts. (For more in-
formation on this amazing non-profit please 

check out WindowDress-
ers.org) The windows have 
been measured, and now the 
assembly will take place at 
PassivHaus on 35 Main 
Street, Suite B in Freeport from October 23rd 
thru October 27th, with shifts from 8-12 and 1-5 
p.m. It is hoped that some of you can help. There 
are skilled volunteers supervising the work. You 
can sign up on line at the above WindowDressers 
web page, or contact me if you are interested or 
have questions. Thank you. Lois Myers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS IS A CALL  

FOR VOLUNTEERS  

IN SUPPORT OF... 

 
...the October 22, 2026, free-will roast turkey dinner 
hosted by the Falmouth faith communities and 
held at the Falmouth Congregational Church. 
The sign-up poster is located in the downstairs reception 
area AND. 

..already gathering names, but many hands are still needed. 
If you are unable to participate this year, financial donations 

are also gladly accepted. All donations are tax deductible 
and will benefit the Falmouth Food Pantry.  

 

And of course, everyone is invited to  
attend this free dinner! 

 
For more information, please contact Carrie Penrose 

or Laura Lepine. 

https://windowdressers.org/
https://windowdressers.org/
https://www.passivhausmaine.org/
mailto:loisjmyers@hotmail.com
mailto:carriepenrose@gmail.com
mailto:lauralk1p2@yahoo.com
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.) 

 

A  
“SOUPER” 
DINNER 
INVITATION! 
 
 
 
 
 
Project FEED has been helping Cumberland County neigh-
bors in need since 1975, and I’ve been on their Board for a 
long time.   The “Empty Bowl” event will be their only 
fundraiser of the year.  It’s an all-you-can-eat soup supper, 
and dessert.  There are a wide variety of homemade soups 
to choose from.  Many of the bowls are handmade and you 
can take them home with you! Please consider joining me 
on October 24th, 5 to 7 p.m. at the First Lutheran Church in 
Portland to support this amazing and invaluable resource. 
Details follow on the poster. Please feel free to also contact 
me with further questions. Thank you! Lois Myers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our entire church family for your generous 

donations for Nanna’s House.  J&O has filled more than 8 

cartons with underwear, Pajamas of all sizes and styles, and 

a carton filled with individual toiletries ready to give to the 

children.  Everything was so carefully chosen and will be a 

real help to the children en-

tering Nanna’ House pro-

grams. You have as usual 

opened your hearts to those 

in need.  Thank you from 

Justice & Outreach . 

 

Fellowship Updates 

     Nothing better than having to find more chairs than an-

ticipated for the Welcome Back Potluck. I am sure that is a 

reflection of a couple of things. First and foremost, our love 

for David and Trevor. Who would not want to celebrate the 

fabulous 10 years of music they share with us? Second, we 

are truly a community who loves to get together.  

     Thanks to all who brought delicious dishes to share. 

Mark your calendars for our next potluck on November 6th. 

We are bringing back the Three Sisters Potluck so be think-

ing about recipes with beans, squash, or corn!  Thanks also 

to all those who helped clean up. We could not do it with-

out your help. 

The “Book Shelf” is Turning Over 

     I am in the process of thinning out the bookshelf so 

there is room for new books to join it. If there is a book 

you have been thinking of taking, take now as I might be 

pulling that one. Remember, only add books you read and 

enjoyed to this shelf.  

Puzzles 

     If you have never been a puzzler, now is the time to try 

it! It is a perfect evening or rainy day activity which is fun 

for all ages. We are amassing quite a collection of puzzles of 

different sizes and rea of difficulty.  

     I would love to know which ones have been done by 

you so that when I thin this out and give a selection to the 

church fair to sell, I am giving those which have been done 

by most people. That way our puzzlers will have new things 

to try. All you have to do is add your name to the back of 

the puzzles. I have placed a sticky on most of them as I 

complete them. I can’t seem to keep up with how fast they 

are arriving. I will catch up – someday! 

“SRO” at the 
Welcome 
Back/  
Music Men 10 
Year Anni-
versary  
Celebration! 
 
Thanks for more 
chairs Scott! A generous collection from “big  

hearts,” AKA , FFC  members 

and friends. 

mailto:loisjmyers@hotmail.com
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The Men's Breakfast... 

will be gathering on 

Saturday, October 10 @ 8:30am   
 

An enjoyable repast and  
lively discussions are always on the menu! 

 

FMI John Bischof  

jegbischof@gmail.com or 781-2391 

October Birthdays 
 

Christina Sklarz ~ 1 
Beth Shaw ~ 5 

Adrianne Shetenhelm ~ 7 
Carrie Louise Roberts ~ 7 

Dotty Blanchette ~ 11 
Carl Rapp ~ 14 

Dorothy Eckhardt ~ 14 
Lindy Glover ~ 15 
Skye Glover ~ 15 

David Herring ~ 18 
Kathie McCatherin ~ 18 
Marc Cappelletti ~ 19 

Lucas Rodas ~ 20 
Adelaide Wrona ~ 21 

Maeve Cappelletti ~ 26 
Autumn Storteboom ~ 27 
Margaret Perkins ~ 28 

Kasey Nanovic ~ 29 
Tyler Lacombe ~ 30 

Our new Photo and  
Contact Directory  

is available!  
 
If you would like a copy, 
please be in touch with 
Christina (781-5880) in 
the office. The directory is 
available only in hardcopy 
to protect member contact 
information. If you have 
not yet submitted a house-
hold photo for the directo-
ry, you may do so at this 
link.   

 

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.) 

The Women’s Breakfast... 

will be gathering on 

Wednesday, October 21 @ 8:30am   

A great catch-up time and 
the best coffee anywhere! 

 

RSVP Deb Gray by 
Monday, October 19 please! 
Deborah.gray48@gmail.com 

952-4041 

 

The November 2026 edition  

of Steeplenotes  

material submittal deadline is  

Friday, October 23, 2026 

Submitted articles should be 

final and print ready,  

pictures complete with captions in 

jpeg format can be included and are 

definitely encouraged.   

mailto:csklarz@foresidechurch.org
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ebd88382-96ff-4284-8f8b-15e4c58d9c8c/family/new
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ebd88382-96ff-4284-8f8b-15e4c58d9c8c/family/new
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please see page 7 of this edition to read how you can further support  

this incredibly worthy cause with just a few hours of volunteer participation.  
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Daily Lectionary Readings for October 2026 

Thurs., Oct. 1  
Psalm 19  
Exodus 23:1-9  
Colossians 2:16-23  
 
Fri., Oct. 2  
Psalm 19  
Exodus 23:14-19  
Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a  
 
Sat., Oct. 3  
Psalm 19  
Exodus 23:10-13  
John 7:40-52  
 
Sun., Oct. 4  
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  
Psalm 19  
Philippians 3:4b-14  
Matthew 21:33-46  
 
Mon., Oct. 5  
Psalm 119:49-56  
Deuteronomy 5:1-21 1  
Peter 2:4-10  
 
Tues., Oct. 6  
Psalm 119:49-56  
Deuteronomy 5:22—6:3  
2 Corinthians 5:17-21  
 
Wed., Oct. 7  
Psalm 119:49-56  
Deuteronomy 6:10-25  
John 11:45-57  
 
Thurs., Oct. 8  
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  
Exodus 24:1-8  
1 Peter 5:1-5, 12-14  
 
Fri., Oct. 9  
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  
Exodus 24:9-11  
James 4:4-10  
 
Sat., Oct. 10  
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  
Exodus 24:12-18  
Mark 2:18-22  
 
Sun., Oct. 11  
Exodus 32:1-14  
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  
Philippians 4:1-9  
Matthew 22:1-14  

Mon., Oct. 12  
Psalm 97  
Exodus 32:15-35  
Jude 17-25  
 
Tues., Oct. 13  
Psalm 97  
Exodus 33:1-6  
Philippians 3:13—4:1 
 
Wed., Oct. 14  
Psalm 97  
2 Kings 17:7-20  
John 6:25-35  
 
Thurs., Oct. 15  
Psalm 99  
Exodus 33:7-11  
3 John 9-12  
 
Fri., Oct. 16  
Psalm 99  
Exodus 31:1-11  
1 Peter 5:1-5  
 
Sat., Oct. 17  
Psalm 99  
Exodus 39:32-43  
Matthew 14:1-12  
 
Sun., Oct. 18  
Exodus 33:12-23  
Psalm 99  
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
Matthew 22:15-22 
 
Mon., Oct. 19  
Psalm 63:1-8  
Exodus 40:34-38  
Revelation 18:1-10, 19-20  
 
Tues., Oct. 20  
Psalm 63:1-8  
Numbers 12:1-9  
Revelation 18:21-24  
 
Wed., Oct. 21  
Psalm 63:1-8  
Numbers 13:1-2, 17—14:9  
Matthew 17:22-27  
 
Thurs., Oct. 22  
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  
Deuteronomy 31:14-22  
Titus 1:5-16  
 

Fri., Oct. 23  
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  
Deuteronomy 32:1-14, 18  
Titus 2:7-8, 11-15  
 
Sat., Oct. 24  
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  
Deuteronomy 32:44-47  
John 5:39-47  
 
Sun., Oct. 25  
Deuteronomy 34:1-12  
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  
Matthew 22:34-46  
 
Mon., Oct. 26  
Psalm 119:41-48  
Numbers 33:38-39  
James 2:8-13  
 
Tues., Oct. 27  
Psalm 119:41-48  
Exodus 34:29-35  
James 2:14-26  
 
Wed., Oct. 28  
Psalm 119:41-48  
Deuteronomy 26:16—27:7  
Matthew 19:16-22  
 
Thurs., Oct. 29  
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37  
Joshua 1:1-11  
Romans 2:17-29  
 
Fri., Oct. 30  
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37  
Joshua 2:1-14  
2 Peter 2:1-3  
 
Sat., Oct. 31  
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37  
Joshua 2:15-24  
Matthew 23:13-28  
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General Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

or unless otherwise posted  

 

 

          

 

                 Office:  207-781-5880                  

E-mail:   info@foresidechurch.org     Web:   www.foresidechurch.org                     
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