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PASTORAL NOTES

On the Way

|God spoke to Moses:] “I will take you as my people, and I will
be your God. You shall know that I am the Lord your God, who
has freed you from the burdens of the Egyptians.” Exodus 6:7

These words of covenant from God launch a
whole heroic narrative arc, a 40-year road trip, com-
plete with detours, and the formation of a new com-
munal identity for the people of Israel: both through
how they shape themselves as a people, and how they
are shaped by the land they travel through and inhabit.

But it begins by God simply stating who God
will be, and who the people of God will be... to each
other. In the moment it seems simplistic, short shrift
for the enormity of what will follow... but it is the be-
ginning of transformation. Covenant will do that.

I’'ve been busy this summer with a beloved part
of my work: supporting couples as they make covenant
promises of marriage to one another. It is joyful and
awe-inspiring to watch people make faithful promises
to accompany, bear witness to, and change with anoth-
er. They make those promises on a day of celebration,
but they 4eep them in all sorts of days to come: some
good, some bad, some they could never imagine at the
start.

In church’s beloved community God also
shapes us through commitments and promises we
make to one another, trusting in God’s grace and Spirit
moving between us through the years. This is true for
those who worship with us, who take the further step
to covenant membership, and those who take on min-
istry, leadership, and even staff positions in the
church’s life.

10 years ago, our congregation tried an experi-
ment in our worship life and ministry. Our Minister of
Music role, long occupied by a single full-time choir
director and organist, would instead be filled by a team.
We were blessed to call Trevor Lavenbein and David
Bartoletti to share in this ministry together. They knew
each other very little, but arrived with energy and
openness. The resulting relationship has been more
than we could have imagined: bringing creativity, joy,
meaning, and music.

Musical partnership, like most any partnership,
takes a lot of listening: listening for how the other is
developing or adapting a theme not just pitch or tim-
ing, but its timbre and color. Knowing when to sup-

port and when to take the lead. It is a gift to be in ser-
vice with Trevor and David, to witness how they listen
to each other, to the voice and music of our congrega-
tion, and to their own gifts as they live into and devel-
op them. It is even more a gift to watch how they—
and we—are transformed by our connection and min-
istry together. On Sunday, September 13th, all are
welcome to gather to sing and celebrate 10 years of
ministry together, and more to come!

This fall, David will be completing his Bache-
lor’s in Music degree from the University of Maine in
Augusta, undertaken in the last years as a deepening
and widening of his musical talents. I would share Da-
vid’s invitation to you to attend his Capstone Recital,
tentatively titled Debussy et Amis (Debussy and Friends)
on September 27th at 3pm at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Brunswick. It’s a gift to celebrate
each other’s accomplishments!

In the same way, this fall, we continue to give
thanks for all the gifts of Christina Sklarz’s work with
our congregation as Office Manager through the last
almost 13 years as she prepares for retirement at the
end of this year. When she first came to the church,
Christina inherited the role of Parish Administrator
with the office as our hub of communications and
connection. In her service, Christina has expanded her
Office Manager role to include the bookkeeping and
financial reporting of the church, management of
many aspects of everyday maintenance for buildings
and supplies, and more. Years ago, Christina also made
the faith-filled decision to become a member of our
congregation, a role she will more fully live into in the
time to come as we celebrate all she has done, and
bless all that she will do as she passes this milestone.

Allowing for this change with Christina’s minis-
try, then, also prepares us to welcome new faces and
gifts into our mutual life and ministry. You can read on
to learn more about our newest staff member, Kate
Hollinger, who will be transitioning into our bookkeep-
er role throughout the autumn months.

The cycle continues: we welcome, make promis-
es together, and are transformed by the work of living
into those promises with love. Thanks be to God for
the ways in which faithful people are called into con-
nection, community, and service in this congregation.

Ak



September, 2026 Steeplenotes - Foreside Community Church Volume 56 Issue 8 page 3

FCC Welcoming Kate Hollinger FCC Announces Milestone for Employee
as Bookkeeper & Shares Opportunity to Support & Celebrate

We’re delighted to announce that we have hired
Lyndsay Hollinger (who goes by her middle name,
Kate) to be our Bookkeeper. She has over fifteen years

of education and experience in financial services, in- David’s employ-
cluding serving with the church’s investment manager, ment with FCC
H.M. Payson. Kate also serves our sibling church, First 5ol U S
. . . . . ber of 2016. Since
Parish Church in Yarmouth in a similar capacity, and then, he continues
we are glad that our church communities can both to bring a highly
benefit from her experience and gifts. professional level
of keyboard ex-
As we continue to give thanks for the faithful pertise to worship

services and spe-

service of Christina Sklarz as our Office Manager, we :
cial events.

are beginning the process of transitioning some of her
job responsibilities in anticipation of her retirement at
the end of this year. Kate will begin work with us on ~ FCC’s pianist David Bartoletti will be giving a special
October 15. She’ll work part-time—mostly remotely— recital on September 27 starting at 3:00 p.m. at the Unitari-
but with scheduled office hours on-campus. In the fall, an Universalist Church, 1 Middle Street in Brunswick. This
she’ll be helping us with a transition of database and performance will mark the end of a degree program David
accounting software, as well as preparations for the has been working on for several years. He will l?e receiving
2027 budgeting process and fiscal year. In the new ? Bachelor of Music from the University of Maine Augusta.
year, she will take on her full responsibilities as the  The presentation will be centered around works by
point person for bookkeeping, financial reporting, giv- Claude Debussy, and will feature other late 19th century/
ing and donation support, reimbursement requests, etc. catly 20th century composers related to Debussy's work.

Originally from Cincinnati, Ohio, Kate has lived All are welcome. No reservations are necessary and ad-
across the United States while her husband served in Mmission is free.
the Army. After living in six different states in every
corner of the U.S., Kate and her husband picked Maine
to settle down and raise a family. She enjoys hiking and
exploring New England with her husband, Jason, and
tour kids, Evelyn (8), Quincy (0), Lillian (3), and Emer-
son (1). I hope that you will say hello and welcome to ...and attendance on Sundays is open to all with
Kate if you see her in the halls in the months to come! the following protocols in place:

Worship in the sanctuary...

Mask wearing is voluntary (a supply can be
located in the narthex).

We ask households to give each other good
social distance.

Worship continues to also be live-streamed
for attending convenience by going to:

https://www.youtube.com/
ForesideCommunityChurch

(pictured ltor) Bulletins for each service, including words
Quincy, Eve- to that day’s hymns are also posted at the
lyn, Emerson, | |l ahove website address.

Kate, and Lilli-

an enjoy a

coastal walk.



https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=19c1407a20&e=475d364cab
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
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I am available for times to visit, sit, or pray together as
you would like. If you would like to schedule a meeting,
Yyou can do so here, or by contacting me by email.

UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Green Team Retreat Report

The Green Team met for a retreat on Saturday, August
21.
Homewood Community Lodge and facilitated by Sue Clark
and Kathie McCatherin.

The team reviewed the Seeking Right Relationship with the
Earth Covenant Statement that was approved by the congrega-

It was hosted by Dana Humphreys at the beautiful

tion in May 2026. We utilized data from congregational
feedback that we obtained during the covenant discernment
process to identify themes and topics that would appeal to
and meet the needs of our congregation for the coming
2026-27 church year. Based on research through the Bangor
Theological Seminary and the work already done by our
Green Team, three main areas for action emerged- Com-
munity Building, Grounds and Facilities, and Spiritual Prac-
tices/Rituals. From these broad categoties our team pattici-
pated in a thoughtful process to identify projects and events
that would both speak to the needs/interests of our congrega-
tion and were seen as realistic and doable for our community.
Stay tuned! You will be hearing more about the following:
An ongoing monthly series that will highlight practical
guidance on specific practices and actions we can
take in our daily lives to reduce our environmental
impact on the earth.
Ways we can continue to “green” our grounds and facil-
ity.
A series of learnings and events related to the Wabanaki
Peoples who were the original inhabitants of the
geographic area we dwell in- their history, culture,

spirituality, practices and current issues affecting
them.

Worshipping in Nature- this might include ritual, spir-
itual themes, music etc.

We acknowledge that meeting and honoring our Seeking

Right Relationship with the Earth Covenant is a church commu-

nity-wide endeavor. We will be reaching out to committees

and individuals for involvement and engagement.

Retreat facilitator Kathie McCatherin (r) confers with Green
Team members Dana Humphreys (1) and Janette Gustafson

(m).

Attendees were detailed in recording potential action items.
(Pictured 1 to r) Kathie McCatherin, Nancy Olmstead, Sheila
Hamill, and Debbie Reifsnyder.

"

Green
Team



https://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/gp-calendar/
https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=ea6dc9b109&e=475d364cab
mailto:gparker@foresidechurch.org?subject=Scheduling
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

Eﬂ A note of gratitude ... §g
Eﬂ For the past three months I have E{a

E been recovering from a broken Eg
£ k3
E

shoulder and a second corneal
transplant. The recovery from

% 3

£ k3

ke b3

both has been slow, painful, and,

at times, discouraging. Howeuver,

I have been extremely blessed by

the outpouring of support from a

E’g multitude of members and friends E{a
%53 here at Foreside Community 2

Eﬂ Church. My cup overflows with ye

E’g gratitude for the gifts of food, of- E»'a
54 fers of transportation, cards, "

Eﬂ texts, emails, visits, phone calls, E?g

E’ and prayers. Your expressions of

Eﬂ encouragement and support have

lifted me up in countless ways

E’g and I am humbled and thankful

Eﬂ to witness God's love working

E’g through you. E?'a
g My deepest gratitude, e

E’g Debbie Reifsnyder

W
b

Justice & Outreach Ministry and
Nanna’s House

Imagine that you are a minor child and within
minutes of a home crisis you are rushed from your
home by adults that you have never met. You have
none of your comfort items- often you have only the
clothes you are wearing. This is only the beginning of
days, weeks, and possibly much, much longer of con-
fusion and disorientation. You are at the beginning of
entering the Foster Care program.

All of us hope that government agencies will quick-
ly be able to provide safety and comfort for these chil-
dren. But as Beth Fournier, the heart of Nanna’s
House can tell you, government agencies and case
workers are overwhelmed and shorthanded. Nanna’s
House is dedicated to easing the transition into Foster
Care for children and families. When an infant arrives
at a temporary home with nothing but a diaper, Nan-
na’s House is ready to provide essential clothing and
supplies and even a comfort stuffy or blanket. When
an adolescent finds themselves in a totally new envi-
ronment and does not have a change of clothes or
even a toothbrush, caseworkers are able to physically
access what is needed at Nanna’s House.

If anyone would like to learn about a very spe-
cial grassroots charity for our most vulnerable
neighbors, you are invited to hear Beth Fournier
at FCC Mission Moment on Sunday Service on
September 27. Beth’s education as an occupational
therapist allows her to have an exceptional understand-
ing of what children need. Her experience as a mother
of her two biological children and her two adopted
children from the foster care program, reflects her
deep love of all young people. And her design of
Nanna’s House speaks of her ability to understand
how to positively impact the lives of children going
through hard times.

The Ministry of Justice & Outreach is asking our
congregation to help Nanna’s House provide essential
supplies for these children. Please consider donating
the following items to our collection bins:

Travel size toiletries: Shampoo, Toothbrushes,
Toothpaste, Chapstick, Deodorant, Combs, Small
soaps/body wash, Mini travel hair brushes; small packs
of women’s sanitary items.

Underwear, socks, and Pajamas: For all ages and
genders- large sizes are especially needed.

Thank you! J&O
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Fair Affairs ~ Never too early!!

Get involved!
The Fair is the first Saturday in December

We want YOU to join the merry band of Christmas
Fair Workers! We have tasks for the extroverts, intro-
verts, crafters, bean counters, antique collectors, ladder
climbers, organizers, and everyone in between. If you
need inspiration or are unsure where to apply your tal-
ents, contact Carol or Jill or just above anyone else—

everyone seems to be involved somehow!

Donations for the Benefit of the FCC
Under the Umbrella of the Fair

It is downsizing season! Many of you have bigger piec-
es of furniture that need homes, and the church clearly
doesn’t have room to store much of anything. Howev-
er, if we list the photographs here, we may be able to
place the orphan items within the congregation. For
example: The venerable five generation Cinelli family
dining room table needed a home, and none of their
children wanted it (sound familiar?). It has three leaves
and needs a big space. The Ward/deSieyes house has
an “open concept” space and a smaller table. So the
smaller table (in perfect shape, completed with two
leaves and completed set of pads, is available for your
purchase (see below), and the church will benefit!!
Prices? Let’s talk..For any and all fair questions, drop
~ Carol

me a line or a text!

cwardmd2@gmail.com / 207-838-8235

q__j’”gw

Also consider the Cinelli set of 10 chairs, which would look
great with the table pictured to the left. To inspect contact
Carol Ward.

Do Handbells Sound Different in Scotland?
Dana Humphreys, FCC Towne Line Ringer

In August, I had the wonderful opportunity to
find out! I attended the 227 International Handbell Sym-
posium in Aberdeen as part of a 16-member ensemble
representing New England. Over 600 ringers representing
14 countries spent five days in Aberdeen’s P&] Conven-
tion Center, rehearsing eleven arrangements in preparation
for a concert on Saturday afternoon. The music was cho-
sen by worldwide handbell guilds — Korea, Hong Kong,
Canada, Singapore, Great Britain, Japan, the United States,
and Australasia. Fach arrangement was directed by a dif-
ferent conductor. And while handbells speak the same
language, the ringers certainly didn’t. A large number of
attendees were from Asia where handbells are very popu-
lar. Therefore, during rehearsals, the instructions from
each conductor needed to be translated into an Asian lan-
guage. (Sadly, I never found out which Asian language was
spoken). One piece was conducted by Mihyun Kim of
Korea, so translation from Korean to English was provid-

ed.

(cont. next page)
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

Handbells Sound (cont.)

And ringers represented all ages. There were several
pre-teens, including the delightful Eunice (born in Hong
Kong but living in New Zealand and who I believe met
every single ringer therel), many teens and twenties ringers,
up to a few dedicated “elderlies,” including one older wom-
an who played with great passion from her wheelchair.
Each night of the convention, many solo ensembles were
performed for the attendees. The New England ensemble,
named Randomly Bronze New England, played a piece ti-
tled, “Let Tyrants Shake Their Iron Rod,” a contemporary
arrangement of the 1770 revolutionary war hymn written by
William Billings. The group gathered four times in the late
spring and early summer to rehearse our piece as well as the
other symposium music. It was a very difficult piece with a
musical equivalent of the chaos of war, but we pulled it off

triumphantly!

My ringing/traveling partner, Amy, who lives in
Lincolnville, and I also managed to snag some tourist time
in Dublin, Aberdeen, Inverness and the Isle of Skye during
and after the convention. And, yes I did try both haggis and
black pudding. I'll leave it at the “try”... and happy to re-

turn to my mac & cheese comfort food.

Capturing 300 of the total 600 ringers present at the
Aberdeen Symposium in Scotland.

Registrations for names to be in-
cluded on the large rocks in the

Memorial Garden are now being
accepted for engraving this fall.
The deadline for registering is August 31,
2026. Please contact Debbie Reifsnyder,
Registrar for more information, or to request
forms at 207-232-7298.

The FCC Book Club

...will welcome back readers on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 16 @ 4:00 p.m. in the large classroom when we
will discuss The Signature of All Things by Elizabeth
Gilbert. Summary follows:

"From the moment Alma Whittaker steps into
the world, everything about life intrigues her. Instilled
with an unquenchable sense of wonder by her father, a
botanical explorer and the richest man in the New
World, Alma is raised in a house of luxury and curiosi-
ty. It is not long before she becomes a gifted botanist
in her own right. But as she flourishes and her research
takes her deeper into the mysteries of evolution, the
man she comes to love draws her in the opposite direc-
tion - into the realm of the spiritual, the divine and the
magical. The Signature of All Things soars across the
globe of the nineteenth century, from London and
Peru, to Philadelphia, Tahiti and beyond. Peopled with
extraordinary characters along the way, most of all it
has an unforgettable heroine in Alma
Whittaker." (quoted from Amazon).

New readers are always welcome.

out to Mimi Hinkel at 829-3578 or
mimihinkel@gmail.com. Hope to [}

see you therel!

GILBERT

THE SIGNATURE



mailto:mimihinkel@gmail.com

Welcome Back Picnic and Celebration of
Trevor’s and David’s 10 Years with us at FCC!!!

We are hoping you will all join us on September 13th after the church service for
our Welcome Back Picnic Pot Luck. In addition to reconnecting with our com-

munity, and perhaps more importantly, we will be celebrating Trevor and David’s
10 years with us. (How time flies!)

Please bring your favorite dish to share.
Fellowship will provide beverages and
stay tuned on what is happening around
dessert and set up. For more infor-
mation please contact Liz Ventre.

HOLD THE DATE:
October 22, 2026 from 5-7 pm.

A free-will roast turkey dinner,

hosted by the Falmouth faith communities

will be held at the Falmouth Congregational Church.
All donations are tax deductible and
will benefit the Falmouth Food Pantry.
Sign ups for volunteers will be posted in September so please stay tuned.

FMI Carrie carriepenrose@gmail.com or Laura lauralklp2@yahoo.com
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

September Birthdays
(We gladly celebrate all of you!)

Elizabeth Dodson ~ 1
Baxter Corcoran ~ 5
Lucy Herring ~ 5
John Kipp ~ 6
Marilyn Reynolds ~ 6
Sheila Hamill ~ 7
Mary Davies ~ 9
Barbara Saabye ~ 15
Skye Glover ~ 15
Lindy Glover ~ 15
Phyllis Hewitt ~ 16
Carol Altman ~ 17
Audrey Shetenhelm ~ 21
Barry Somes ~ 21
Nicole Bezanson ~ 23
Hayes Hamill ~ 29

Our new Photo and
Contact Directory
is available!

& FORESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH

If you would like a copy,
please be in touch with
Christina (781-5880) in
the office. The directory is
available only in hardcopy
to protect member contact
information. If you have
not yet submitted a house-
hold photo for the directo-
ry, you may do so at this

Photo and Contact Directory

‘ 026 @

The Women’s Breakfast...

will be gathering on
Wednesday, September 16 @ 8:30am
A great catehap tine and
the best coffee anywhere!
RSVP Deb Gray by
Monday, September 14 please!

Deborah.gray48@gmail.com
952-4041

The Men's Breakfast...

will be gathering on

Saturday, September 12 @ 8:30am

Ar ay’oﬂi/@ repast and

//&@Zy diseussions are a/waf& on the mena/

FMI John Bischof
jegbischof@gmail.com or 781-2391

The October 2026 edition
of Steeplenotes

material submittal deadline is
Friday, September 18, 2026

Submitted articles should be

final and print ready,
pictures complete with captions in
jpeg format can be included and are
encouraged.

Thank you!
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September, 2026 Steeplenotes - Foreside Community Church

Tues., Sept. 1
Psalm 83:1-4, 13-18
Exodus 5:1—6:13
Revelation 3:7-13

Wed., Sept. 2
Psalm 83:1-4, 13-18
Exodus 7:14-25
Matthew 12:22-32

Thurs., Sept. 3
Psalm 149

Exodus 9:1-7

2 Corinthians 12:11-21

Fri., Sept. 4
Psalm 149
Exodus 10:21-29
Romans 10:15b-21

Sat., Sept. 5
Psalm 149
Exodus 11:1-10
Matthew 23:29-36

Sun., Sept. 6
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

Mon., Sept. 7
Psalm 121
Exodus 12:14-28
1 Peter 2:11-17

Tues., Sept. 8
Psalm 121
Exodus 12:29-42
Romans 13:1-7

Wed., Sept. 9
Psalm 121
Exodus 13:1-10
Matthew 21:18-22

Thurs., Sept. 10
Psalm 114
Exodus 13:17-22
1 John 3:11-16

Fri., Sept. 11
Psalm 114
Exodus 14:1-18
Acts 7:9-16

Sat., Sept. 12
Psalm 114
Exodus 15:19-21
Matthew 6:7-15

Sun., Sept. 13

Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114 or

Exodus 15:1b 11, 20-21
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Mon., Sept. 14
Psalm 77

Joshua 3:1-17
Hebrews 11:23-29

Tues., Sept. 15
Psalm 77

Nehemiah 9:9-15
Romans 14:13—15:2

Wed., Sept. 16
Psalm 77 2
Kings 2:1-18
Mark 11:20-25

Thurs., Sept. 17
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Exodus 15:22-27

2 Corinthians 13:1-4

Fri., Sept. 18

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Exodus 16:1-21

2 Corinthians 13:5-10

Sat., Sept. 19

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Exodus 16:22-30
Matthew 19:23-30

Sun., Sept. 20
Exodus 16:2-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Mon., Sept. 21
Psalm 119:97-104
Exodus 16:31-35
Romans 16:1-16

Tues., Sept. 22
Psalm 119:97-104
Numbers 11:1-9
Romans 16:17-20
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Wed., Sept. 23

Psalm 119:97-104
Numbers 11:18-23, 31-32
Matthew 18:1-5

Thurs., Sept. 24
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Isaiah 48:17-21
James 4:11-16

Fri., Sept. 25
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Numbers 20:1-13
Acts 13:32-41

Sat., Sept. 26
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Numbers 27:12-14
Mark 11:27-33

Sun., Sept. 27
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Mon., Sept. 28
Psalm 42

Exodus 18:1-12
Philippians 1:3-14

Tues., Sept. 29
Psalm 42

Exodus 18:13-27
Philippians 1:15-21

Wed., Sept. 30
Psalm 42
Exodus 19:9b-25
Matthew 9:2-8
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