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A little rain did not deter these determined 

searchers at the Easter Sunday, between ser-

vices, egg hunt. Attending adults may have felt 

a little different however...! See page 10 for 

more captured Easter celebration pix. 
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  PASTORAL NOTES 

…if  anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself  
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of  reconciliation; that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself… - 2 Corinthians 5 17–19 

 

Dear Foreside friends, 

As the warm days come to us and mud season begins to recede into the newness of  fresh grass, we 
continue to grow into the season of  Easter here. Faithful teams of  volunteers began last month by 
“planting” eggs in the church yard and ended by clearing away winter’s sand for spring’s new growth. 

At least here in the northern hemisphere, we’re blessed that these gifts of  nature and beauty each spring 
arrive as part of  the “already but not yet” work of  Easter. The creation around us re-enacts the resur-
rection: reminding us that God’s story—and hence, our story—does not end in death, but is continually 
renewed. 

That renewal of  life creates new possibility: opening our own hope, faith, and love… including hope 
for the reconciliation God has been and is working in Christ. We are invited to love more wholly within 
ourselves, within our relationships as human persons, but also as creatures living in and with the world: 
a relationship that we know is fragile and fraught in our current times. 

Tending that connection between us as a people and the world in which we live and listening for how 
we can be a site of  God’s reconciling work has been a focus for our congregation this program year, 
exploring a possible Covenant of  Right Relationship with the Earth. We have engaged in a process 
of  discernment: learning together in a variety of  settings and formats, listening to one another and the 
Spirit moving within us in a variety of  community reflection sessions, and creating commitment led by 
our covenant writing team through feedback and reflection sessions. 

The hope has been to express how our church understands Christ’s call to us as a community in which 
we find so much meaning in creation, and as we move forward striving for wholeness with the natural 
(or “more than human”) world. Here is one product of  that work, in the form of  covenant promises 
we make as the church, which the Governing Board now recommends for your consideration at our 
annual meeting on May 17th. I hope that you will join us for this time of  discernment and decision. 

As Christ is, indeed, risen, may we rise into newness of  connection and communion with the world we 
are blessed to share in. 
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Sunday worship (minus Prayers on the Patio) continues to be live-streamed for attending convenience by  
going to: 

    https://www.youtube.com/ ForesideCommunityChurch  
 

Bulletins for each service, including words to that day’s hymns are also posted at the above website address. 

 

I am available for times to visit, sit, or pray together as you 
would like. If  you would like to schedule a meeting, you 
can do so  here, or by contacting me by email.   
 

                                                  Blessings of  the Spirit to you  
                                                 Pastor Geoff 

 

Covenant of  Right Relationship with the Earth 

As members of  Foreside Community Church, United Church of  Christ, we recognize that we and all 
creation are made in the image of  God. We acknowledge that a core purpose of  our faith is to care 
for God’s intricate and wondrously evolving universe that gave birth to our planet Earth and her in-
terdependent seas, skies, flora, fauna, and human existence. 

We are grateful to live and worship in a place that nurtures strong connections with fields and forests, 
mountains and gardens, watersheds and rivers, islands and bays. Many in our faith community derive 
deep enjoyment and spiritual inspiration through the beauty, richness and healing power of  the natu-
ral environment that surrounds us and of  which we are a part. In turn, our local lands and waters are 
interconnected with the more than human world and its many wild inhabitants. 

Remembering God’s covenant to care for the well-being of  every living creature, we promise that we 
will seek right relationship with all of  God’s creation. 

We promise to celebrate and deepen our bonds with the natural world. We also promise to explore 
the complex environmental challenges before us with curiosity and respect, dedicating ourselves to 
discern our own conscience and call to action, while partnering with and hoping to benefit the wider 
community. 

We promise to support one another as many of  us strive to make conscious choices for sustainable 
living and to overcome despair and complacency. As we do so, we promise to draw on the power and 
possibilities of  our common life in prayer, worship, education, fellowship, justice and outreach. 

We hope, with humility and relying on God’s continuing guidance, to envision how human ingenuity 
and love can create a future that blesses and supports all life. 

https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=19c1407a20&e=475d364cab
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
https://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/gp-calendar/
https://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/gp-calendar/
https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=ea6dc9b109&e=475d364cab
mailto:gparker@foresidechurch.org?subject=Scheduling
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Health and Safety Team Updates 

This year, the Governing Board as created an Ad Hoc team to consider and make recommendations for policies 
and procedures related to the health and safety of  the congregation. This small group brings the gift of  skills and 
experience from emergency services, education, public safety, and medicine. The group 

Procedures for inventory and resupply of  first aid supplies for kitchen, Sunday School, etc.  
Adding an additional Automated External Defibrillator to our campus. 
Re-establishment of  fire safety drills. 
Preparing Basic Life Support (CPR, etc.) training to staff  and volunteers in the fall. 
Preparing training and procedures for active intruder scenarios. 

 
In addition, this group helped to recommend the procedures for visits / execution of  warrants from law enforce-
ment agents to our campus earlier this year. You can review those procedures below.  
 
Our thanks to these members for the gifts and wisdom they share! 

Peter Bates, David Clark, Neils Knudsen, Amanda Murray, Laura Rodas,  
Geoff  Parker – Staff, Elise Wulff  – Staff 

Law and Immigration Enforcement Visits 

If immigration or other law enforcement arrives at the church: Foreside Community Church’s sanctuary is open to all by default and is 
considered a “public” space. No warrant is required for agents to enter the sanctuary.  

 

Ministers of Worship or other frontline Staff and Volunteers:  

Greet law enforcement agents calmly in the narthex, saying, “I am not authorized to assist you. Please wait while I 

contact one of our leaders.” Refer the officers to the Pastor or another officer of the church. Volunteers may come 

to the front of the church and speak quietly to the pastor if worship is in progress. If agents follow or insist on 

coming into the church do not attempt to obstruct or interfere. Remain calm and help to set that tone for the con-

gregation.  

Pastor or other Officer of the Church: 

Ask all public and members to remain calm and in their seats. Greet agents, ask how we may assist them. If pre-

sented with a warrant of any kind, ask to make a copy and document all relevant badge numbers, and other details 

as soon as possible. Allow access to facilities as indicated by the form and content of the warrant.  

Agents may choose to conduct a valid I-9 audit. The Pastor, as supervisor of all staff, will assist with copies of cur-

rent and past I-9 forms for that audit.  

Worship Staff:  

Assist the Pastor in maintaining calm and attention of all public and members present.  

Sunday School Staff:  

Consolidate nursery and Sunday School into the large classroom and close the door. Staff retain care of all children 

throughout the visit.  
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MEMORIAL SERVICES HONORING FCC MEMBERS 
 

Jean Hubbell 
Saturday, May 2, 10:30 a.m. 

Foreside Community Church, UCC 
340 Foreside Road ~ Falmouth 

An onsite reception to be held afterwards. 
In hope of  new life, and in honor of  Jean, 
her family invites all to wear bright colors! 

 

Sandy Panenka 

Saturday, May 2, 1 to 3:00 p.m. 
Portland Elks Lodge #188 

1945 Congress Street ~ Portland 
This is a celebration of  life memorial with refreshments.  

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 

May Justice & Outreach Mission Moment 
 

     In these challenging times for our country and especially 
New Mainers, we want and need helpers to be right here 
among us.  Since January of 2025 our immigrant neighbors 
and friends are facing many new dangers and their need for 
assistance is greater than ever.  ILAP (Immigrant Legal Advo-
cacy Project) Maine’s only state-wide immigration legal ser-
vices organization was founded in 1993 as a volunteer lawyer 
project providing assistance to about two dozen asylum seek-
ers.  Over the years since, ILAP has become a 501(C)(3) or-
ganization and now reaches more than 1,000. Mainers each 
year.  The organization also are connected to more than 150 
immigrant children from difficult backgrounds that they assist 
in a variety of ways. 

 
     On May 24, Marjorie Hankle from ILAP has been invited 
by Justice & Outreach to address many of the questions about 

how the work of ILAP continues and has adapted as a conse-
quence of the heightened immigration enforcement.   We will 
hear together how ILAP is assisting immigrants and their 
families through direct legal service, community education, 
and through policy reform even at the government level.  
Please plan to remain for coffee hour to share your questions 
and hear more from Marjorie.  Thank you. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

In response to several inquiries regarding the 
following FCC beloved members who would 
greatly benefit from a personal visit:     
  

Nancy Herter resides at 10 Valley Ave. Falmouth 
She has round the clock care so folks are welcome 

to come knock on the door and  
they will be welcomed in for a visit. 

 
 

Shirley Pyles resides at Sedgewood Commons 
22 Northbrook Drive Falmouth 

visiting hours: 8 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
It is asked that visits do not occur during mealtimes 

of 8 a.m. /11:45 a.m. /5:30 p.m. 
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

 Fellowship Ministry Updates 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Progressive Dinner May 2, 2026 

First of all, thank you to our hosts. 
You are the backbone of this event. 

 

Timing for the evening as follows: 
Appetizers - 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner - 6:30 p.m. 
Desert @ FCC - 8:00 p.m. 

  
 

 I apologize in advance if you see this before I am 
able to call you to ask if you are willing to drive someone 
from where you have cocktails to where you have dinner. I 
suspect you will all say yes, but you deserve a personal ask. 
However, time is ticking and I need to turn this in.  

 
 Those having dinner at the Ward's may want to con-
template carpooling from the church as the parking is lim-
ited. Please coordinate yourselves to meet at the church 
parking lot. This I am not taking on. 
 
 Let's all have a good time - avoid talking politics and 
drive safely. Rember this is a church function, so we do not 
want any bad news headlines!  However, if you are able, 
please consider taking a few photographs for next month’s 
newsletter. Sharing may entice more to participate next year! 

 

Please access here for the dinner assignments.  

 

Still have questions?  

Please reach out to Liz Ventre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice Cream Social 

May 31st Ice Cream Social to Celebrate our Graduates, Bible 
Recipients and Sunday School Teachers. Who doesn’t like 
ice cream???? Join Fellowship for an Ice Cream Social on 
Sunday May 31st after church.  We will be celebrating our 
high school graduates, our new bible recipients, our Chris-
tian Education Teachers. We can also celebrate the end of 
the school year (almost) and the start of summer!  Please 
bring (and take home after) your favorite sundae topping.  
Fellowship will provide the ice cream, including a vegan/
dairy free alternative, along with the tea and coffee.  There 
will be plenty of cups, bowls and spoons so plan to join us 
and dig in. Any questions please contact Liz Ventre at even-
tre1@maine.rr.com or 653-4117. 

 

Young, Old and all those In Between - Let Your Crea-
tive Juices Flow!!! For the first time in my memory, we 
are going to have a church t-shirt!  

We are looking for you all to produce a design for the back 
that represents our community. Something not too fussy, as 
it is going to be screen printed. We may take ideas from 
multiple designs submitted but we want lots of ideas to 
choose from. What would you want to convey about our 
church to others? What is important to you? Copies of the 
tee shirt outline are available in the narthex or can be 
downloaded here. Please be sure to include your name and 
email on the back of your submittal and either drop off at 
the church office or email back to info@foresidechurch.org.  

All submissions are 
due by the Ice 
Cream Social on 
May 31st.  

That way we might be 
able to have the tee shirts 
ready for the fall. Sharp-
en your pencils and get 
out your markers! Let’s 
see what we can create. 

https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=2e11444f80&e=475d364cab
mailto:eventre1@maine.rr.com
mailto:eventre1@maine.rr.com
mailto:eventre1@maine.rr.com
file:///C:/Users/Christina Sklarz/Documents/Steeplenotes/t shirt outline for contest.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Christina Sklarz/Documents/Steeplenotes/t shirt outline for contest.pdf
mailto:info@foresidechurch.org
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     FCC Book Club Updates 

   
 The FCC book club will end this season of reading 

on May 20 when we will be discussing Raising Hare: a 

Memoir by Chloe Dalton. 

"Imagine you could hold a baby hare and bottle-feed 
it. Imagine that it lived under your roof and lolloped 
around your bedroom at night, drumming on the duvet 
cover when it wanted your attention. Imagine that, 
over two years later, it still ran in from the fields when 
you called it and snoozed in your house for hours on 
end. This happened to me." (Chloe Dalton) 
 
 "When lockdown led busy professional Chloe to 

leave the city and return to the countryside of her child-

hood, she never expected to find herself custodian of a 

newly born hare. Yet when she finds the creature, endan-

gered, alone and no bigger than her palm, she is compelled 

to give it a chance at survival. Raising Hare chronicles their 

journey together and the challenges of caring for the leveret 

and preparing for its return to the wild. We witness an ex-

traordinary relationship between human and animal, rekin-

dling our sense of awe towards nature and wildlife. This 

improbable bond of trust serves to remind us that the most 

remarkable experiences, inspiring the most hope, often arise 

when we least expect them." (Amazon.com) 

We hope you will be able to join us on May 20 at 4:00 in the 

upstairs classroom to discuss this fascinating memoir that 

reinforces man's unique relationship with nature and the 

animal world. It is a fast read and 

one you won't forget! This will be 

our last discussion until we recon-

vene in September.  Happy read-

ing. 

  FMI: mimihinkel@gmail.com 

Canvas Labyrinth  Experience Continues 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to walk our canvas laby-

rinth the second Wednesday in May. It will be 

available in Fellowship Hall on May 13th from 

noon until 7pm.  If you have never walked a 

labyrinth before, come and see what it is 

like.  There will be some basic recommenda-

tions for how to walk, available on the table in 

the Hall, but in the end you are encouraged to 

walk it your way. Walk the winding path at a 

comfortable speed for you, or dance the path, if 

it calls you to that! Most people find it a peace-

ful, centering experience.  It is an opportunity 

to walk - or dance - and pray or meditate. No 

prior experience is necessary.  If you would 

like to volunteer on May 13th to set up or take 

down the labyrinth, or to be present in the 

space for an hour in the afternoon,  

please contact Joan Murray.    

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

mailto:mimihinkel@gmail.com
mailto:jcbmurray12@gmail.com
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

FCC’s Towne Lyne Ringers joined with over 115 ringers from all over Maine and a choir from 

New Hampshire at the 2026 Maine Spring Ring held at Greely Middle School on April 11. Fol-

lowing a day of  rehearsals and workshops, they performed a public concert for an audience of  

more than 125 people.   

(pictured above) 

The entire ensemble 

of ringers. 

(pictured left) 

Towne Lyne Ringers  

Solo performance. 

(pictured left) 

Copper Level Ringers 

with Trevor on snare. 
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

Music to challenge the harps of 

angels, flowers as testament to the 

love of those gone, and those who 

still grace our lives, and Christian 

spirit enough to carry FCC mem-

bers and friends into spring.  

Happy Easter Everyone!  
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Your church family would love to help you celebrate 

your special day! If you haven’t seen your birthday 

listed in the monthly newsletter, that means the office 

does not have it. How about special anniversaries? 

We will gladly print those as well. 

Please consider sharing your days and months by 

emailing  info@ foresidechurch.com.  

Who knows,  you might even be “gifted!?”  

You can also call 781-5880.   

The June 2026 edition of Steeplenotes  
material submittal deadline is  

Friday, May 22, 2026 
 

Submitted articles should be final 
and print ready, pictures complete with 

captions in jpeg format can be included and 
are encouraged.   

Thank you! 
 

 

Susan Clark ~ 1 

Hannah Somes ~ 12 

Cathy Sanders ~ 15 

Nancy Ladd ~ 22 

Grace Parker ~ 23 

Sam Ladd ~ 26 

Alan Saabye ~ 28 

Joan Murray ~ 29 

Joyce White ~ 29 

Henry Demetriou ~ 30 

London Leland ~ 31 

Nick Bezanson ~ 31 

The Men's Breakfast... 

will be gathering on 

Saturday, May 9 @ 8:30 a.m.   
at the church 

An enjoyable repast and 

lively discussions are always on the menu! 

FMI John Bischof  

jegbischof@gmail.com or 781-2391 

Let’s do (a continental) 

Breakfast Ladies! 

Women of the church, members and friends 

are invited to breakfast on  

Wednesday, May 20 @ 8:30 a.m.  

in the FCC coffee area,   

we’ll provide the food,  

you bring your appetite. 

~ good food, good conversation ~ 

it’s a great way to start your day! 

Please RSVP to Deb Gray  

by Monday,  May 18 

(deborah.gray48@gmail.com / 952-4041) 

so we can plan accordingly.   

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

mailto:info@foresidechurch.org
mailto:deborah.gray48@gmail.com
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                                                          COMMUNITY  EVENTS & UPDATES 

 

Planned Parenthood of Northern New England  

is Here for Good 

Join us in celebrating 60 years of care and courage. 

Together we'll remain undaunted, unrelenting, and unstop-
pable! 

Friday, May 8th - 6:30 - 9:00 pm 

Holiday Inn by the Bay, 88 Spring Street, Portland, ME 

For reservations and multi level pricing, please access the 
following link: 

Planned Parenthood 

FOR TICKET SALES 

CLICK HERE 

https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/me-60th-event-ticketing?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/falmouth-high-school-theatre-company/twelve-angry-jurors-23814/tickets
https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/falmouth-high-school-theatre-company/twelve-angry-jurors-23814/tickets
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Justice & Outreach members- 

 

2026 Maine Adaptive (MASR) winter is over with a wonderfully successful season. From small beginnings in 
1982 at Sunday River we are now a large diverse cadre of volunteers backed by a small dedicated staff, all com-
mitted to this nonprofit 30+  years later.   We continue to entice growing numbers of hopeful adaptive athletes with 
new possibilities to challenge & empower them with free outdoor experiences all 4 seasons.  Here’s a peek  

(peak!⛰)  at what took place on several Maine ski mountains plus snowshoe and cross country trails since Janu-

ary. MASR hosted 26 veterans for our Veterans No Boundaries program, then held its annual NEVI Fest (New 
England Visual Impaired Festival), and also several mono ski camps (mono skis empower those with lower limp 
disabilities).  There was even one mono camp for youth with these disabilities. PAll this was on top of daily Adap-
tive ski/ snowboard offerings all season at our home base, Sunday River & 2 other ski mountains.   Our specialized 
equipment continue to expand in support of a broader range of disabilities. 

This is all possible because of your generosity.  I’ll close by saying we reached beyond our audacious campaign 
goal and raised over $380,000, making quite a statement about a huge caring adaptive community in Maine & be-
yond. 

Thank you, thank you!  John Goodrich 

This past March, FCC’s Justice & Outreach Ministry contributed $500.00 to the Maine Adaptive Pro-

gram to help this amazing non-profit support its stated mission. Please read on to learn of the incredible 

results... 
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Daily Lectionary Readings for May 2026 

Fri., May 1  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
Exodus 3:1-12  
Acts 7:1-16  
 
Sat., May 2  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
Jeremiah 26:20-24  
John 8:48-59  
 
Sun., May 3  
Acts 7:55-60  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
1 Peter 2:2-10  
John 14:1-14  
 
Mon., May 4  
Psalm 102:1-17  
Exodus 13:17-22  
Acts 7:17-40  
 
Tues., May 5  
Psalm 102:1-17  
Proverbs 3:5-12  
Acts 7:44-56  
 
Wed., May 6  
Psalm 102:1-17  
Proverbs 3:13-18  
John 8:31-38  
 
Thurs., May 7  
Psalm 66:8-20  
Genesis 6:5-22  
Acts 27:1-12  
 
Fri., May 8  
Psalm 66:8-20  
Genesis 7:1-24  
Acts 27:13-38  
 
Sat., May 9  
Psalm 66:8-20  
Genesis 8:13-19 
John 14:27-29  
 
Sun., May 10  
Acts 17:22-31  
Psalm 66:8-20 11  
Peter 3:13-22  
John 14:15-21  
 
Mon., May 11  
Psalm 93  
Genesis 9:8-17  
Acts 27:39-44  

Tues., May 12  
Psalm 93  
Deuteronomy 5:22-33  
1 Peter 3:8-12  
 
Wed., May 13  
Psalm 93  
Deuteronomy 31:1-13  
John 16:16-24  
 
Thurs., May 14  
Ascension Day  
Acts 1:1-11  
Psalm 47 or  
Psalm 93  
Ephesians 1:15-23  
Luke 24:44-53  
 
Fri., May 15  
Psalm 93  
2 Kings 2:1-12  
Ephesians 2:1-7  
 
Sat., May 16  
Psalm 93  
2 Kings 2:13-15  
John 8:21-30  
 
Sun., May 17  
Acts 1:6-14  
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  
John 17:1-11  
 
Mon., May 18  
Psalm 99  
Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24  
1 Peter 4:1-6  
 
Tues., May 19  
Psalm 99  
Numbers 16:41-50  
1 Peter 4:7-11  
 
Wed., May 20  
Psalm 99  
1 Kings 8:54-65  
John 3:31-36  
 
Thurs., May 21  
Psalm 33:12-22  
Exodus 19:1-9a  
Acts 2:1-11  
 
 
 

Fri., May 22  
Psalm 33:12-22  
Exodus 19:16-25  
Romans 8:14-17  
 
Sat., May 23  
Psalm 33:12-22  
Exodus 20:1-21  
Matthew 5:1-12  
 
Sun., May 24  
Pentecost  
Acts 2:1-21 or  
Numbers 11:24-30  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or  
Acts 2:1-21  
John 20:19-23 or  
John 7:37 39  
 
Mon., May 25  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Joel 2:18-29  
Romans 8:18-24  
 
Tues., May 26  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29  
Romans 8:26-27  
 
Wed., May 27  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Numbers 11:24-30  
John 7:37-39  
 
Thurs., May 28  
Psalm 8 Job 38:1-11 2  
Timothy 1:8-12a  
 
Fri., May 29  
Psalm 8  
Job 38:12-21 2  
Timothy 1:12b-14  
 
Sat., May 30  
Psalm 8  
Job 38:22-38  
John 14:15-17  
 
Sun., May 31  
Trinity Sunday  
Genesis 1:1—2:4a  
Psalm 8  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
Matthew 28:16-20  
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General Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

or unless otherwise posted  

 

 

          

 

                 Office:  207-781-5880                  

E-mail:   info@foresidechurch.org     Web:   www.foresidechurch.org                     
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