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Ruth’s Reusables 

finds many loving 

hearts and hands @ 

FCC, especially from 

(l to r) Audrey,  

Lisette, and Avery. 

See page 5 for more 

on the story! 
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  PASTORAL NOTES 

Where Christ is Found 

I am, as ever, thankful for the chance to worship and walk 

through the mysteries and traditions of  Holy Week as we 

enter April this year. I hope that you’ll feel welcome to 

come experience the fullness of  that pattern we trace each 

year: from the loud Hosanna’s of  Palm Sunday to the sor-

row of  the tomb on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, 

to the explosion of  color, music, and joy that come in cele-

bration of  Christ’s resurrection.  

In the wake of  Easter morning, I will and always do give 

thanks for all the loud shouts of  Alleluia and “Christ is ris-

en indeed!” But I will admit that it is easy to go from those 

highs to the cynical baseline of  our everyday world. We 

long for new life but find deadly patterns of  war and alien-

ation too consistently in our minds and lives.  

So, I always find great comfort in the quieter Easter story 

of  two disciples walking the road to Emmaus, still afraid in 

the wake of  Jesus’s death and uncertain of  the strange ru-

mors that they have heard when they encounter the risen 

Jesus but do not recognize him… for a time…  

 

The way in which Luke confirms Christ is risen on Easter 

Day is not through visions of  angels, trumpet blasts, and 

earthquakes. It is through companionship on the way and 

the sharing of  a simple meal. This story is the fulfillment 

of  the story of  the Last Supper, the proof  that what Jesus 

has said has indeed come to pass: where he is remembered 

in broken bread and a cup shared, Christ will be present 

and known… and his love will warm our hearts that often 

run cool.  

If  you spend the rest of  this month in the dazzling wonder 

of  Easter Alleluias, I say, bless you! But, please, if  you 

struggle to find that radiance, do not despair or count your-

self  out. One of  our great preachers, Barbara Brown Tay-

lor, once wrote of  the Emmaus story,  

 

Trust that you are welcomed to this good news, however it 
comes to you: bright and brash, or slowly and subtly. And 
beyond Easter Day, I give thanks for living in beloved com-
munity with you all, for I am blessed to know that Christ is 
risen in ways that seem everyday. When:  

 

• Teenagers delicately place Easter eggs in the cemetery 
by the quiet cool of  Easter morning for our youngest 
members to find. 
• As knitters weave care into prayers shawls, but also into 
caring conversation for each other and those they knit for. 
• As friends make the blessing of  hospitality real in the 
joyful breaking of  bread (or cookies) at coffee hour. 
• As Men and Women’s breakfasts find the warmth of  
conversation that can only come right on the edge of  eat-
ing with your mouth full. 
When you visit one another in times when the path ahead 
seems uncertain, and offer listening and wondering com-
panionship. 

I would invite you in the Season of  Easter to come to pon-
der the quiet, small ways in which resurrection reveals itself  
in the life of  this church, and in your own life… where 
bread is broken, and friendship shared.  

Christ is risen, indeed.  

[The two disciples] urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, 

because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So 

he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 

Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ – Luke 24:29-32 

The blindness of  the two disciples does not keep their Christ from 

coming to them. He does not limit his post-resurrection appearances 

to those with full confidence in him. He comes to the disappointed, 

the doubtful, the disconsolate. He comes to those who do not know 

their Bible, who do not recognize him even when they are walking 

right beside him. He comes to those who have given up and headed 

back home” (Barbara Brown Taylor, Gospel Medicine, p. 23) 
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A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex  

if you would like to do one of the readings embedded in the  

April 2, 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service.  

Once again verses from Chapter 14 of the Book of Mark  

will be presented. Copies of each reading  

are also located under the sign-up.  

GOOD FRIDAY VIGIL  

Friday, April 3, 2026 ~ 6:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
 

This year as in the past, our sanctuary will be open for quiet meditation, prayer or 
study.  You are invited to come and spend a few minutes or longer to reflect, contemplate or 
to just be quiet.  We hope you can participate and that you find a measure of solace, peace 
or respite from our hectic lives.  There will be reading material available to augment your 
contemplative time. Additionally, the Ministers of Worship are looking for people to 
sign up indicating a time that they would be willing to sit and spend an hour or 
two in the sanctuary.  The sign-up sheet is located on a clipboard in the narthex.  

  Easter Sunday ~ 9:30 a.m. ~ Easter Egg Hunt! 

Calling All Families! 
 

It is hoped that you will join us between services 
on April 5 

for our annual Easter Egg hunt! 
 

We will meet outside, in the upper side parking lot,  
after the 8:30 a.m. service. 

 
Please bring a container (bag or basket) for collecting. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
Eggs filled with edible and non-edible treats 

kindly provided by our knitters and CE. 
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

Welcome New Members! 

 On March 15, FCC was pleased to welcome the 
following new members into the church family. Please en-
joy this informal “introduction” now, and be sure to per-
sonally introduce yourselves in the near future. 

 

 Nancy and Scott Sheriff who live in Yar-

mouth are actually returns as they were previously mem-

bers of Foreside Community Church, UCC for about 30 

years. Scott is a retired mechanical engineer, and Nancy is a 

retired elementary school teacher. Together, they ran a 

Manufacturer’s Rep company in the heating field for many 

years. They have two children, a daughter who lives in 

Waterville and works at Colby College, and a son who lives 

and works in Seattle. They also have two granddaughters—

an eighteen-year-old who is at Lafayette College and a nine-

year old who is in third grade in Seattle. Scott enjoys pho-

tography, DIY projects and anything technical. Nancy likes 

to paint acrylics, knit, grow flowers, and enjoys anything 

that’s creative.  It is a joy to also share that Scott has al-

ready joined the Building & Grounds Ministry. 

 

 Before moving to Maine in 2016, Marion Walsh 

spent ten years in Western Canada where she and her fami-

ly were active members of the United Church of Canada. 

She finds strength in the diversity of beliefs represented 

here and is happy to be part of this church community. 

Marion has been teaching English to adult immigrants for 

many years. She finds this work extremely rewarding and 

learns as much from her students as she teaches them. 

Marion has been involved in music in one way or another 

her whole life and really loves the musicality of the services 

at this church. She lives in Cumberland with her teenage 

son A J Curtis, an old dog, and two ageless cats. 

 Fellowship Ministry Updates 
 

Truly we are having a game day ….April 19th. 

 Games days have been cancelled because of various 
conflicts in scheduling. The one in April is going to hap-
pen, I promise to all you game lovers. Join us after church 
and play a game or two with other members of our com-
munity. This is an all-ages activity so 
bring a favorite game to share or pick 
one that we have at the church or just 
play one  someone else has selected. 
Whatever you choose, just plan to 
come and have fun. 

 

Progressive Dinner May 2, 2026 

 The date has been set for our second Progressive 
Dinner. Now the fun begins. Starting in April, for 2 weeks, 
there will be a sign-up sheet in the Coffee Hour Room. 
What you need to do is SAVE THE DATE. Then you 
need to sign up on the sheet. There will be places to indi-
cate whether  you are able to host a pre-dinner gathering, a 
dinner gathering or provide a dessert. Know that we will 
likely need at least 5 hosts for pre-dinner and dinner. It 
would be great to have some new hosts this year. Please tell 
me any special concerns such as if you need a ride to and 
from the gatherings, whether you are vegetarian or vegan, if 
you have any food/pet allergies, etc. We want everyone to 
be able to attend who wishes to do so. 

 Starting mid-April, I will take the sheet and start 
planning who is hosting and where everyone is going. It is 
critical for me that if you sign up, you are committed to 
being there. I understand extenuating circumstances; how-
ever, every person that changes their plan makes my job 
much more difficult as I have to shift things all around and 
send out numerous revised communications. If you have 
unclear plans and need flexibility, please let me know that 
upfront. Then just plan to have fun and get to know some-
one in our community just a little bit better. FMI contact 
me, Liz Ventre. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:eventre1@maine.rr.com
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                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.) 

        Annual Christian Ed Project Well Done! 
 

 Our congregation-wide service project for 

Ruth’s Reusable Resources was a huge success! 

We gathered boxes upon boxes of supplies - every-

thing from crayons and legal pads to an impressive 

mountain of toilet paper rolls and puzzles (and more 

puzzles!!) 

 On March 22nd, our youngest members rolled 

up their sleeves to kick off the sorting process, fol-

lowed by the rest of the congregation, who helped us 

complete the sorting. As Ruth’s supports local educa-

tors while keeping perfectly good supplies out of 

landfills, the teachers in our own congregation were 

especially moved by your generosity. 

 And, next time you are downstairs at church, 

please stop by our “How We Help the Earth” table. 

You’ll find ideas around sustainable living from our 

kids, ranging from composting to the art of the “pass-

me-down.” Thank you for helping us champion 

such a vital local cause! 

...and what team 

work! 

...with 

amazing 

partici-

pation 

&  

good  

spirits... 

Out of chaos... 
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  Canvas Labyrinth  Experience Continues 
 
The labyrinth will continue to be available on 
the second Wednesday in this coming month 
and, will also be available to walk between 6 
a.m. and 6 p.m. on April 3 during the Good 
Friday Vigil, in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Attendees at Wednesday Evening Prayer will have the op-
tion of walking the labyrinth after the prayer service., or 
before between the hours of 12 noon and 7:00 p.m. 
And guess what ?!?! There are opportunities to volunteer 
as well.  We will need a small group of volunteers, who 
are willing to be present in the church hall from about 
4pm until 7pm and to put the labyrinth away at 7pm.  
Thanks to Carol Ward, who made a dolly for the laby-
rinth, putting it away will not be difficult.  Two people 
will be needed to fold the labyrinth, put it on the dolly, 
and roll it into a storage space. With several volunteers, 
no one will need to be present every month, and we could 
have different people present in the 4pm to 7pm 
timeframe, rather than the same people being present the 
whole time.  If you think you would be interested in vol-
unteering please reach out to Joan Murray. 

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

     FCC Book Club Updates 

For our March meeting, the FCC book club spent a 
fun hour discussing the humor, the quirky characters of 
Borg, and the importance of community in Britt-Marie Was 
Here by Fredrik Backman. Our next selection for April 15 
is the classic Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf.  

“Mrs. Dalloway is a 1925 novel by Virginia Woolf 
that follows a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, a high-

society woman in post-World War I 
London as she prepares for a par-
ty. Using stream-of-consciousness, the 
novel delves into her mind, exploring 
her past, choices, and the social struc-
ture of the time, while also interweav-
ing the story of Septimus Smith, a 
shell-shocked veteran whose life tragi-
cally intersects with hers. It's a land-
mark of modernist literature, known 
for its psychological depth and explo-
ration of themes like mental illness, 

feminism, and the nature of consciousness.”  (quoted from 
Google) 

  For those of you who would like to look ahead we 
will be discussing Raising Hare: A Memoir by Chloe Dalton 
on May  20.  

“A moving and fascinating meditation on freedom, 
trust, loss, and our relationship with the natural world, ex-
plored through the story of one woman’s unlikely friend-
ship with a wild hare. In February 2021, Dalton stumbles 
upon a newborn hare—a leveret—that had been chased by 
a dog. Fearing for its life, she brings it home, only to dis-
cover how impossible it is to rear a wild hare, most of 
whom perish in captivity from either shock or starvation. 
Through trial and error, she learns to feed and care for the 
leveret with every intention of returning it to the wilderness. 
Instead, it becomes her constant companion, wandering the 
fields and woods at night and returning to Dalton’s house 
by day. Though Dalton feared that the hare would be 
preyed upon by foxes, stoats, feral cats, raptors, and even 

people, she never tried to restrict it 
to the house. Each time the hare 
leaves, Chloe knows she may never 
see it again. Yet she also understands 
that to confine it would be its own 
k i n d  o f  d e a t h .  R a i s i n g 
Hare chronicles their journey togeth-
er, while also taking a deep dive into 
the lives and nature of hares, and the 

way they have been viewed historically in art, literature, and 
folklore. We witness first-hand the joy at this extraordinary 
relationship between human and animal, which serves as a 
reminder that the best things, and most beautiful experienc-
es, arise when we least expect them.”  (quoted from Good-
reads”) 

We suggest getting on a library list for this book 
now because it has become tremendously popular and won 
multiple  awards. We hope to encourage members of the 
green team or anyone at all interested in right relationships 
with the natural world to join us for this special discussion 
to be held in the upstairs classroom of the church on 
Wednesday, May 20. Everyone is invited to participate in 
what promises to be a truly rewarding conversation.  Mark 
your calendars now and start reading!  FMI: mimi-
hinkel@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jcbmurray12@gmail.com
mailto:mimihinkel@gmail.com
mailto:mimihinkel@gmail.com
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The Building & Grounds  

Ministry  

invites you to 

“Spring Spruce-Up Day” 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.    

(Rain date will be Sunday April 26 

following worship.)   

 

 Please mark your calendars and help 

give our piece of the earth some loving 

care.  We will be raking, sweeping, clearing 

– basically blessing and giving thanks for 

this sweet spot that we call our church 

home.  Making our church a welcoming en-

vironment is always a good way to spend 

our energy. Wear your comfortable work 

clothes and bring your favorite gloves and 

garden tools, if you like. We do have a sup-

ply of rakes and brooms to share.  

 Questions? Please contact either B&G 

co-chair Bruce Kaake or Cynthia Beggs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 After worship on Sunday, April 12, all are 

invited to the final feedback session on the proposed draft, 

Covenant on Seeking Right Relationship with the 

Earth.  Once again, you will be invited to reflect and re-

spond to the draft which you can view by clicking here. 

Additional hard copies of the covenant and cover letter are 

also located on the main table in the narthex.. So far in this 

year, more than 50 of you have been involved in practices 

of learning and listening together and from each other for how 

our faith is leading our connection to and care for our 

world. Now we welcome the efforts of the Covenant Writ-

ing Team: Sue Clark, Judy Coburn, and Susan Hayhurst, 

who have faithfully poured over all the material and reflec-

tions that you contributed. Their work has been to weave 

these offerings into a statement of shared hope and com-

mitment: one we may affirm—as members and as a 

body—to ground and inspire our ministry in the future. 

 The Writing Team continues to listen closely to you 

before sharing a final draft of the Covenant with our Gov-

erning Board in advance of our 2026 Annual Spring 

Meeting.  

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

HOLD THE DATE, to all:  Sunday, May 17, 2026 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 

~ 2026 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING ~ 

HEADS UP, to: chairs, co-chairs, committee facilitators, staff, and any other formed group.  

Start thinking about annual reports and new member/volunteer recruitment. More to follow. 

mailto:pckaake@comcast.net
mailto:cynthia.beggs54@gmail.com
https://mcusercontent.com/51180da8ffb506588b2363910/files/f2780123-2500-d456-883a-e565f2b633db/Draft_Covenant_Statement_3.18.26.pdf
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Your church family would love to help you celebrate 

your special day! If you haven’t seen your birthday 

listed in the monthly newsletter, that means the office 

does not have it. How about special anniversaries? 

We will gladly print those as well. 

Please consider sharing your days and months by 

emailing  info@ foresidechurch.com.  

 

Who knows,  you might even be “gifted!?”  

You can also call 781-5880.   

The May 2026 edition of Steeplenotes  
material submittal deadline is  

Friday, April 24, 2026 
 

Submitted articles should be final and print 
ready, pictures complete with captions in jpeg 
format can be included and are encouraged.   

Thank you! 
 

Michael Messina ~ 5 

Bob Murray ~ 11 

Claudia Kinnear ~ 11 

Mary Schendel ~ 28 

Abigail Lacombe ~ 30 

Kelli Whitman ~ 30 

 

 

 

The Men's Breakfast... 

will be gathering on 

Saturday, April 11 @ 8:30 a.m.   
at the church 

An enjoyable repast and 

lively discussions are always on the menu! 

FMI John Bischof  

jegbischof@gmail.com or 781-2391 

Let’s do (a continental) 

Breakfast Ladies! 

Women of the church, members and friends 

are invited to breakfast on  

Wednesday, April 15@ 8:30 a.m.  

in the FCC coffee area,   

we’ll provide the food,  

you bring your appetite. 

~ good food, good conversation ~ 

it’s a great way to start your day! 

Please RSVP to Deb Gray  

by Monday,  April 13 

(deborah.gray48@gmail.com / 952-4041) 

so we can plan accordingly.   

 

                                        UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  (cont.) 

mailto:info@foresidechurch.org
mailto:deborah.gray48@gmail.com
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Dear FCC Community: 

 

     I wish to extend a huge Thank You! to the Justice & Outreach Ministry, and 
more broadly, to everyone, friends, and members, of The Foreside Community 
Church.  Maine Adaptive Sports & Recreation’s Ski-A-Thon fund raiser just re-
ceived your most generous contribution.  It will help this nonprofit continue to ex-
pand its mission to youth & adults with any number of medical and behavioral 
challenges, especially our veterans. 

 

     The most obvious measure of what we strive to achieve is the daily shouts of 
joy, smiles and endless laughter that come from the participants, as well as the 
volunteers.  Together everyone at Maine Adaptive is engaged in something rather 
magical, especially for those who otherwise face lives of endless challenge. All of 
this would not be possible without your continued support. 

 

Again, thank you! 

John Goodrich, 

Adaptive volunteer 
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                                                          COMMUNITY  EVENTS & UPDATES 

FCC's Towne 
Lyne Ringers 
will be partici-
pating in a  
day-long  
handbell event 
on April 11 at 
the Greely  
Middle School.  
 

 

Over 100 ringers 
from all over Maine 
will rehearse music 
under the direction 
of nationally 
known handbell 
director Kevin 
McChesney and 
rising star Saman-
tha Beschta from 
Connecticut. A free 
public concert will 
conclude the day 
with the perfor-
mance of seven 
massed ringing ar-
rangements. In ad-
dition, the Towne 
Lyne Ringers will 
be one of four solo 
performances. We 
hope you can at-
tend the concert in 
support and enjoy-
ment of the unique 
music of handbells. 
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                                                          COMMUNITY  EVENTS & UPDATES (cont.) 

COMMUNITY DANCE ~ SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 7 TO 11 P.M. 
FORESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 
Swing into Spring! Join us for a Community Dance in our  

Fellowship Hall!   Meet old friends and new as we groove to music 
through the ages at this record hop.  Invite friends and neighbors. 

BYOB and snacks as you wish.  

All are welcome!   

$10.00 COVER CHARGE   

PAY AT THE DOOR 
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Daily Lectionary Readings for April 2026 

Wed., Apr. 1  
Isaiah 50:4-9a  
Psalm 70  
Hebrews 12:1-3  
John 13:21-32  
 
Thurs., Apr. 2  
Maundy Thursday  
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
 
Fri., Apr. 3  
Good Friday  
Isaiah 52:13—53:12  
Psalm 22  
Hebrews 10:16-25 or  
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  
John 18:1—19:42  
 
Sat., Apr. 4  
Holy Saturday  
Job 14:1-14 or  
Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24  
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16  
1 Peter 4:1-8  
Matthew 27:57-66 or  
John 19:38-42  
 
Sun., Apr. 5  
Easter  
Acts 10:34-43 or  
Jeremiah 31:1-6  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Colossians 3:1-4 or  
Acts 10:34-43  
John 20:1-18 or  
Matthew 28:1-10  
 
Mon., Apr. 6  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21  
Colossians 3:5-11  
 
Tues., Apr. 7  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Exodus 15:1-18  
Colossians 3:12-17  
 
Wed., Apr. 8  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Joshua 3:1-17  
Matthew 28:1-10  
 
Thurs., Apr. 9  
Psalm 16  
Song of Solomon 2:8-15  
Colossians 4:2-5  

Fri., Apr. 10  
Psalm 16  
Song of Solomon 5:9—6:3  
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
 
Sat., Apr. 11  
Psalm 16  
Song of Solomon 8:6-7  
John 20:11-20  
 
Sun., Apr. 12  
Second Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 22-32  
Psalm 16  
1 Peter 1:3-9  
John 20:19-31  
 
Mon., Apr. 13  
Psalm 114  
Judges 6:36-40  
1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 
Tues., Apr. 14  
Psalm 114  
Jonah 1:1-17  
1 Corinthians 15:19-28  
 
Wed., Apr. 15  
Psalm 114  
Jonah 2:1-10  
Matthew 12:38-42  
 
Thurs., Apr. 16  
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
Isaiah 25:1-5  
1 Peter 1:8b-12  
 
Fri., Apr. 17  
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
Isaiah 26:1-4  
1 Peter 1:13-16  
 
Sat., Apr. 18  
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
Isaiah 25:6-9  
Luke 14:12-14  
 
Sun., Apr. 19  
Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 36-41  
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
1 Peter 1:17-23  
Luke 24:13-35  
 
Mon., Apr. 20  
Psalm 134  
Genesis 18:1-14  
1 Peter 1:23-25  
 

Tues., Apr. 21  
Psalm 134  
Proverbs 8:32—9:6  
1 Peter 2:1-3  
 
Wed., Apr. 22  
Psalm 134  
Exodus 24:1-11  
John 21:1-14  
 
Thurs., Apr. 23  
Psalm 23  
Exodus 2:15b-25  
1 Peter 2:9-12  
 
Fri., Apr. 24  
Psalm 23  
Exodus 3:16-22; 4:18-20  
1 Peter 2:13-17  
 
Sat., Apr. 25  
Psalm 23  
Ezekiel 34:1-16  
Luke 15:1-7  
 
Sun., Apr. 26  
Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:42-47  
Psalm 23  
1 Peter 2:19-25  
John 10:1-10  
 
Mon., Apr. 27  
Psalm 100  
Ezekiel 34:17-23  
1 Peter 5:1-5  
 
Tues., Apr. 28  
Psalm 100  
Ezekiel 34:23-31  
Hebrews 13:20-21  
 
Wed., Apr. 29  
Psalm 100  
Jeremiah 23:1-8  
Matthew 20:17-28  
 
Thurs., Apr. 30  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
Genesis 12:1-3  
Acts 6:8-15  
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General Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

or unless otherwise posted  

 

 

          

 

                 Office:  207-781-5880                  

E-mail:   info@foresidechurch.org     Web:   www.foresidechurch.org                     
 

 

 

The Foreside Community Church, UCC 

340 Foreside Road 

Falmouth, ME  04105- 1428 

STEEPLENOTES 

A Newsletter of 

 

The Foreside Community Church, UCC 


