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Notes from Kelli Whitman

Dear Foreside friends,
The crocuses outside my back door bloomed a few days ago. Almost overnight, they went from single green

stem blades to blooms of deep purple and golden yellow. The rest of my spring bulbs, the tulips and daffodils, and
my single, fragrant hyacinth are all on their way, and I’ve got my fingers crossed that they might pop by Easter.

But the crocuses always blooms first. Often before I'm ready for spring. Before I realize that the days are
indeed growing longer and the soil is warming, and that the cycles of growth and renewal are already at work in
places I can’t yet perceive.

The crocus blooms first, but it also seems to know that the world is not quite ready to receive it. I love to
watch the delicate yellow and purple petals open and close, opening to receive the warm afternoon sun, closing again
against the chill of the evening air. Every day I pass by the flowers and they remind me that this season of life and
renewal is in a slow process of unfolding and retreating and trying again when the sun is right.

We are entering the liturgical season of Easter. That’s right, Easter is in fact an entire season, not a single
day. We have 50 days to celebrate the mystery and promise of the resurrection. 50 days to ponder what it means
that the tomb is empty and Christ goes ahead of us into the world. This year, I am especially grateful to remember
that I have a whole season to welcome the resurrection. Easter, like my crocus, feels as if it has come too early.
There’s still so much grief and uncertainty in my life and my world — I’m in no mood to shout, “Alleluia.”

And yet, the tomb is indeed empty. Christ is loose in the world and beckons us to follow. So, I will lean into
a slow unfolding of Easter this year. Like the crocus petals, I’'m letting my heart take in moments of joy and mo-

ments of grief, opening and closing to protect and nurture the

world. I'm giving myself that full 50 days to let the Easter

promise take root in me. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.

It will be my great joy to lead a few worship services
during this Easter season. In worship, we’ll be celebrating the
unfolding season of Easter by reading several stories of Jesus’
post-Easter appearances. I’ll also be your primary contact for
pastoral care needs from April 1-21, so don’t hesitate to con-
tact me if you have need (200-4992 /
kelli.b.whitman@gmail.com).
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NOTICE OF THE 2011 SPRING MEETING AT FORESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH

You are hereby notified that an informational zoom meeting will be held on Sunday, May 16,
2021 following the online church service. Thas 1s in hen of coffee hour, but will use the same
zoom link, accessed here.

At the meeting, the roster of new and current officers (please see Nancy Olmstead’s article on
page 3 of this newsletter), and members of the vanous Mimsines and boards will be presented.
These rosters will also be distmbuted via email or USPS pnor to the meeting. In addibon, annual
reports from the different mmistnies will be presented for review.

Approval by the membership for all officers nmst be submutted by May 24, erther via an online
link or a call to the office.

Respectfully suboutted
Came Penrose, Cledk

TO: All (Co) Chairs of all Ministries and Committees, and All Appropriate Staff
FROM: Carrie Penrose, Clerk

SUBJECT: ANNUAL REPORTS DUE BY May 1, 2021

Please be informed that all annual reports for the period 2020 through 2021 are due in the church office in electron-
ic format no later than May 1, 2021. Please contact Christina if you wish to receive a copy of your last year’s re-
port or have any questions regarding this timing requirement.

Thank you.

340 Foreside Road, Falmouth, ME 04105 | ForesideChurch.org | 207-781-5880
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Dear Members and Friends of the Church,

As we enter the season of Spring, it is the time of year when the Ministries of the Church, and the Governing
Board, spend time considering who will serve on these groups next year. The Spring Meeting of the congregation in
May is the time when new ministry members, officers, and Governing Board members are elected. The proposed
new rosters must be finalized in advance of the Spring Meeting, to be presented to the congregation for review.

Therefore, we invite every member and friend to consider whether you are called to serve in one of our
church's ministries: Justice and Outreach, Fellowship, Stewardship, Worship, and Christian Education. Service on
these ministries is open to all, members and friends alike. We also welcome nominations of church members for at-
large positions on the Governing Board. We invite your prayerful consideration and self-nominations, preferably by
mid-April, to the relevant ministry chair, or to myself and Deb Gray of the Governing Board, for the Governing
Board positions (see list with contact info below).

This has been a hard year for all of us. We have faced numerous challenges, from the physical isolation of
COVID to times of loss and grief. Through it all, the fellowship of our church community has persevered. We have
had to adapt, to change our habits and practices. But we remain hopeful for the future and committed to the love and
community that helps sustain us in these strange times. Our service on the various groups of the church is one way

that we stay connected and build relationships with one another. I invite you into those relationships, as you are
called.

Grace and peace to you,
Nancy

Governing Board Moderator and Vice Moderator - Nancy Olmstead and Deb Gray
nancy_olmstead@hotmail.com and deborah.gray48@gmail.com

Ministry of Justice and Outreach - Dotty Blanchette
dorothyclemenzib@gmail.com
dorothyb(@maine.rr.com

Ministry of Fellowship - Liz and Pete Ventre
eventrel (@maine.rr.com and pete(@ventre.us

Ministry of Stewardship - Carol Ward
cwardmd2@gmail.com

Ministry of Worship - Cynthia Beggs and Robin Singer
cynthia.beges54(@gmail.com and bsinger(@maine.rr.com

Ministry of Christian Education - Wendy Tracy
wendyrtracy@gmail.com



mailto:nancy_olmstead@hotmail.com
mailto:deborah.gray48@gmail.com
mailto:dorothyclemenzib@gmail.com
mailto:dorothyb@maine.rr.com
mailto:eventre1@maine.rr.com
mailto:pete@ventre.us
mailto:cwardmd2@gmail.com
mailto:cynthia.beggs54@gmail.com
mailto:bsinger@maine.rr.com
mailto:wendyrtracy@gmail.com
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EIE LIVES!

2021 Holy Week Schedule

Maundy Thursday, April 1 - 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Susan Gilpin

(Zoom link)

Tenebrae Service April 2 - 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Geoff Parker
(see link below)

Easter Sunday, April 4
Sunrise Service - 6:00 a.m.
Pastor Geoff Parker
(see link below)

Morning Service - 9:30 a.m.
Pastor Kelli Whitman
(see link below)

Worship Online
Sunday worship at 9:30 a.m.

Join us through our Facebook page (more interactive),
or through our YouTube channel.

Coffee hour on Sunday following Worship at 10:15 a.m.

And can be joined by accessing this link

Grab a cup and join your friends, family, and fellow members!



https://www.facebook.com/foresidechurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgpyyZVM5nRn9yinYa1I8ag
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85286374803?pwd=b2hERERtUkIzM0l1eWhuSGEvcTd3QT09#success
https://maine.zoom.us/j/87867795676?pwd=NVVXSEFXVDZVRDh5NnNTTSttTzFDZz09
http://www.foresidechurch.org
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It is with heavy heart that we share that member Marjorie "Marge'" Back-
man passed on March 10, 2021 after slipping into an irreversible coma a
few days prior. Marge was originally from Columbia, Tennessee where she
trained as a dental hygienist and later received a BS in Education, which led
to a teaching position in Old Town. After her marriage, she lived in Niagara
Falls before returning to Maine and making Falmouth her permanent
home. Marge joined FCC on January 31, 2016 and was a dedicated pledger
and active member of the knitting group. She was graced with arresting
blue eyes and loved to wear Nike sneakers just about everywhere. Though
petit in size, there was nothing diminished about Marge's socially gregarious
and outgoing demeanor. Cards and condolences may be sent to her daugh-

ter Marlys Furze at 51 Colonial Village, Falmouth, 04105. There are no fur-

ther memorial plans to share at this time.

UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS AT FCC

The Justice & QOutreach Ministry wants our
congregation to know that despite the pandemic our min-
istry continues to provide assistance wherever possible in

part of the large number of church members who finan-
cially support the Pantry. There are many reasons why
families turn to a pantry for food: illness, disabilities, acci-

the name of The Foreside Community Church. An area of dents, and housing costs have always caused a challenge

great concern continues to be greater Portland at risk and
homeless teens. These young people are very vulnerable.
The Teen Center in Portland has continued to offer a safe
temporary haven while also providing various supplies
and emergency items. This past winter Justice & Out-
reach donated funds for eye exams and glasses and in
March we donated additional funds to pay for more eye-
glasses. Recently nurse practitioner Peggy Akers sent a
note to F.C.C. sharing the positive impact this gift has had
for the teens.

In addition to local children, J&O continues to provide
funds for the Lo-oc Soup Kitchen in the Philippines, and
we are also assisting James Kyeynue in his struggle to
feed the 267 orphans he nurtures at the Mbabaali School
in Uganda. The pandemic has inflicted terrible suffering
on all the children in these countries.

Although the pandemic has curtailed most “hands-on”
projects available to F.C.C., one charity has retained an
active role in the work of Justice & Outreach, the Fal-
mouth Food Pantry. Currently sixteen members of our
community have joined with more than four dozen area
volunteers to provide food to greater Portland families
facing real hunger. The number of F.C.C. volunteers is

for low-income families. But many have now lost jobs or
have reduced work hours and added to the dramatic in-
crease in the cost of food, the crisis has seriously impacted
low-income families who did not have a financial cushion.

As people become vaccinated and some restrictions are
eased, it is easy to forget that those at the bottom of the
economic ladder will continue to face a much longer time
to recover financially. Each week the Pantry receives calls
from General Assistance and social workers asking for
food deliveries to families in crisis. Because of the gener-
ous financial support of our community the Falmouth
Food Pantry has been able to add these referred families
to our list of home deliveries. We hope that those who are
able will continue to support this work. If you would like
to donate, tax deductible checks can be made out and
mailed to Falmouth Food Pantry, 279 Middle Road, Fal-
mouth, Maine 04105. Thank you all for your compassion
and generosity for the Programs supported by Justice &
Outreach.

Dotty Blanchette,
Ministry Chair
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS AT FCC (cont.)

Stewardship Ministry Updates

David Hines, from our investment firm HM Pay-
son, will join our Stewardship meeting at 7 PM on Mon-
day, April 12 to discuss ESG investing. ESG stands for
environmental, social and governance. ESG investing, is a
form of sustainable investing that considers an invest-
ment’s financial returns and its overall impact. An invest-
ment’s ESG score measures the sustainability of an in-
vestment in three specific categories: environmental, so-
cial and corporate governance. In other words, does the
church want to invest in tobacco? Fossil fuel? Gun man-
ufacture? Does socially responsible investing mean less
income? Join us for a lively conversation. David and his
family live in Kennebunk. He is the vice president for
research, and has been with the firm for 18 years. A
Zoom link will be released shortly.

A big “shout out” to Mark Munson and

his many handyman skills. Mark has taken time to
complete several important repairs around the church, as
we prepare to re-open the doors at some point this spring/
summer. (More on this to follow from the Governing
Board.) To date, he has replaced the damaged paper dis-
penser in the ADA bathroom, appropriately mounted the
new Class C fire extinguisher in the kitchen, and is cur-
rently working on restriping the safety tape on the stair
treads as well as retiling two of the three stair landings.
And then, just to finish off the day, retrieved a bat that had
chosen the sanctuary window on which to expire. Mark is
a good man at the wheel, and is saving the cost of hiring
out these jobs.

May 22 has been scheduled for the annu-

al church grounds clean-up with a rain date of May
23. Stay tuned, more info to follow!

Fellowship Ministry Updates

If you missed last month’s travelogue, you misse
a wonderful evening with Lisa and Jay Nash and their trip
out west. We learned a lot about the Native American
Reservation in South Dakota as well as the geography of
that part of the United States. I am sure it inspired others
to want to go west and see the Badlands, Yellowstone, the
Grand Tetons, and the prairies. Thank you Jay and Lisa
for sharing.

On April 21 at 7:00 p.m. we will be traveling to
Vietnam with Phil Gleason and Mary Schendel. This will
be a great opportunity to see another part of our world
which I suspect few of us have visited. Keep watching
the Weekly Updates for more information as we get closer
to the date.

April Birthdays!
Let us celebrate:

Claudia Kinnear 11 '
Ralph Rogers 28 7%
Mary Schendel 28 F
o Iaw fax
Abigail Lacombe 30 - ~——

The Foreside Book Club will
be meeting again through
Zoom on Wednesday Aprill4

at 4:00 p.m. to discuss the classic
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. Jane
Eyre is an autobiographical novel by
Charlotte Bronté that was first pub-
lished in 1847. "Charlotte Bronté’s
most beloved novel describes the
passionate love between the coura-
geous orphan Jane Eyre and the bril-
liant, brooding, and domineering Rochester. The loneli-
ness and cruelty of Jane’s childhood strengthens her natu-
ral independence and spirit, which prove invaluable when
she takes a position as a governess at Thornfield Hall. But
after she falls in love with her sardonic employer, her dis-
covery of his terrible secret forces her to make a heart-
wrenching choice. Ever since its publication in 1847, Jane
Eyre has enthralled every kind of reader, from the most
critical and cultivated to the youngest and most unabash-
edly romantic. It lives as one of the great triumphs of sto-
rytelling and as a moving and unforgettable portrayal of a
woman’s quest for self-respect." (Quoted from Penguin
Vintage Classics.) Please join us for what should be an-
other rewarding conversation. Everybody is welcome to

d join us at any time. We are not an exclusive "club" and

love to hear all opinions. FMI: mimihinkel@gmail.com.

May Steeplenotes

Deadline Is Monday,

April 21, 2021



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81493546041?pwd=SGFyeVRnYzd6S1NDVjNyM2d2MzNOdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81493546041?pwd=SGFyeVRnYzd6S1NDVjNyM2d2MzNOdz09
mailto:mimihinkel@gmail.com
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS AT FCC (cont.)

A Reminder from Christian Ed

Don’t forget your egg-cellent project!!

@ FORESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Help us celebrate the Risen
Christ this Easter by ,

decorating and

gifting to our Congregation
your own
e Pick up an egg, or two, or three - you can even take

Eqg of Hope - a small
token that, when we can
gather together again, will
be available to those who
would like a lovely, tangible
reminder of God's
everlasting love and that
presence in our lives.

one for each member in your family!

e Paint them for keeps, or bring some or all of them
back.

e Using your well-honed or rusty creative side, hope

you'll find joy as you embark on this task.

e When received, they'll remind the giver or receiver

that God's steadfast love, and hope, is always there.

Once you are done, snap a picture and share your fun with
us - Your egg(s) may be featured in Steeplenotes and in
the Easter morning service, and when we return in-person
safely, we'll have a basket of these lovingly crafted eggs
available for those who'd like one.

Wooden eggs are available outside the interior office side
door - please use hand sanitizer before handling the crate
of eggs. Individual bags are available for carrying your
chosen eggs home. If you already have eggs or would
like to purchase them, you can find them online or at just
about any craft store or large retailer like Walmart or
Target. Please send a photo by April Ist to Laura Rodas
at LNash8@aol.com. You're welcome to hold on to your
egg or drop it off at FCC whenever is convenient!

Book Group Discussing Grief

Some of you may remember when Patricia
McKernon Runkle came to speak at FCC. She was fasci-
nating to listen to and she talked about grief and what she
discovered grieving her brother’s death and in writing this
book. Given all that has been happening in the greater
world as well in our much smaller community, Fellow-
ship thought perhaps exploring grief in a small group
might be of interest to some of our community.

Beginning Thursday April 8th at 7:00 pm and con-
tinuing thru the end of the month on a weekly basis, Su-
san Gilpin has agreed to host a book group discussing the
book Grief’s Compass Walking the Wilderness with Emily
Dickinson by Patricia McKernon Runkle. It is a short
(around 125 pages) but wonderful book about traveling
through the wilderness of grief. She does this with per-
sonal stories and journal entries as well as with both her
own and Emily Dickinson’s poetry. This gives the book
many different voices and writing styles, so if Emily
Dickinson is not your style, there is plenty more for you
to enjoy or with which to wrestle.

More From The Fellowship Ministry

Travelogue Hosts Needed

Fellowship is looking for people who will be will-
ing to share their adventures starting next fall in a trave-
logue. Your travel can be anywhere from Maine to Aus-
tralia. We encourage you to think close to home or if you
are “from away” your home state. Perhaps you love hik-
ing and wish to share the several summits you explored
this summer. Perhaps you share fun day trips you have
taken to places nearby. Of course, it you have had an ad-
venture in another country or continent, that is fabulous as
well. All that is required is that you put together a presen-
tation of your photos, you pick a date one month and you
and Liz come up with something for the Steeple-
notes. She will do the heavy lifting. Her hope is to have
a number lined up so it is not a scramble every month.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Liz Ventre
653-4117.
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS AT FCC (cont.)

Free Health and Wellness Apps for vour Considera-
tion

Over the next couple of months, the Fellowship Ministry is go-
ing to share some free apps that you may wish to try out. This
month, Wendi Maynard shares a number of Health and Well-
ness Apps she uses and enjoys. All of these apps can be found
in the App Store for free. Try one out for something new.

Meditation -
e Breathe
e Headspace
e (Calm
e Aura
Yoga -

e Yoga For Beginners

e  Yoga Workout

¢ Yoga Daily Fitness

¢ Yoga Poses For Beginners

Exercise -

e Nike Training Club

e Map My Walk

o All Trails

e Fitbit ( for any device)

Brain Games/ Coloring -

e Peak ( Basic Version)
e Differences

e Word space

e Happy Color

Tuesday Morning Prayer Announcement
for March 30 from Pastor Chuck

As many of you know, in these weeks that our minis-

ter is on compassionate leave, Rebecca and 1 have
been leading Morning Prayer from 8:00 - about 8:25
a.m. (EDT) Tues. and Thurs. For this Tues. morning,
Mar. 30, I have recruited daughter Susan to do the
honors. It would be lovely to have you join us if you
are able. Just click this zoom link and whoever is
serving as host that morning will click to admit you to
the call. I even plan to put on a dress shirt for the oc-
casion.

Sunday, After Service Coffee

Hosted by Carrie Penrose
@ 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
Please join everyone
by accessing this link
Meeting ID: 815 4906 2078 ~ Passcode: 897054

The Women's Breakfast

Gathers via Zoom on Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.

Please drop in and Join us!
(Meeting ID: 811 3379 8782 Passcode: 813778)

The Men's Breakfast
Meets every other Saturday. The next gathering
is scheduled for March 6 at 8:30 a.m.

Join the gents here (Zoom)

The Prayer Shawl Knitters
Meet every Tuesday, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

via Zoom through this link.

Please feel free to contact Carrie if you have any ques-

tions at 415-5513 or carriepenrose(@gmail.com.

This

gathering is for knitters of all levels, including beginners!

(Meeting ID: 957 287 7496 and Passcode: 985716)



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81549062078?pwd=bDQ4aXZNVVRKTUJyMm5RTHczUEt5QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81133798782?pwd=cFVvUzF2WmtzQmJLWkMxV0w0dDc3QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84826407187?pwd=RWI3S2JYQ1NpTHRhUkdsVmtZNHdnQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9572877496?pwd=UHlVNEl4TndJaXN1UDVrWXRkdUJNdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87299693466?pwd=K3JKOGd2dVFjcVF3SFdhczhUT1J4Zz09#success
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Daily Lectionary Readings for April 2021

Thurs. Apr. 1
Holy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10]

and 11-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Fri., Apr. 2

Good Friday

Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25 or
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

John 18:1—19:42

Sat., Apr. 3
Holy Saturday
Job 14:1-14 or

Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16
1 Peter 4:1-8

Matthew 27:57-66 or

John 19:38-42

Sun., Apr. 4
Easter

Acts 10:34-43 or
Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or
Mark 16:1-8

Mon., Apr. 5

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Genesis 1:1-19

1 Corinthians 15:35-49

Tues., Apr. 6

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Genesis 1:20—2:4a

1 Corinthians 15:50-58

Wed., Apr. 7

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Song of Solomon 3:1-11

Mark 16:1-8

Thurs., Apr. 8
Psalm 133
Daniel 1:1-21
Acts 2:42-47

Fri., Apr. 9
Psalm 133
Daniel 2:1-23
Acts 4:23-31

Sat., Apr. 10
Psalm 133
Daniel 2:24-49
John 12:44-50

Sun., Apr. 11
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133

1 John 1:1—2:2
John 20:19-31

Mon., Apr. 12
Psalm 135

Daniel 3:1-30
1 John 2:3-11

Tues. Apr. 13
Psalm 135
Daniel 6:1-28

1 John 2:12-17

Wed., Apr. 14
Psalm 135

Isaiah 26:1-15
Mark 12:18-27

Thurs., Apr. 15
Psalm 4

Daniel 9:1-19

1 John 2:18-25

Fri., Apr. 16
Psalm 4
Daniel 10:2-19
1 John 2:26-28

Sat., Apr. 17
Psalm 4

Acts 3:1-10
Luke 22:24-30

Sun., Apr. 18
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

Mon., Apr. 19
Psalm 150
Jeremiah 30:1-11a
1 John 3:10-16

Tues., Apr. 20
Psalm 150
Hosea 5:15—6:6
2 John 1-6

Wed., Apr. 21
Psalm 150
Proverbs 9:1-6
Mark 16:9-18

Thurs., Apr. 22
Psalm 23
Genesis 30:25-43
Acts 3:17-26

Fri., Apr. 23
Psalm 23

Genesis 46:28—47:6

Acts 4:1-4

Sat., Apr. 24
Psalm 23
Genesis 48:8-19
Mark 6:30-34

Sun.,, Apr. 25
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Mon., Apr. 26
Psalm 95

1 Samuel 16:1-13
1 Peter 5:1-5

Tues., Apr. 27
Psalm 95

1 Chronicles 11:1-9
Revelation 7:13-17

Wed., Apr. 28
Psalm 95
Micah 7:8-20
Mark 14:26-31

Thurs., Apr. 29
Psalm 22:25-31
Amos 8:1-7
Acts 8:1b-8

Fri., Apr. 30
Psalm 22:25-31
Amos 8:11-13
Acts 8:9-25
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