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Beloved Community, 
 

I share with you the following pastoral letter from the national leadership of the United Church of 
Christ generated in response to the events in Charlottesville.  While I agree with the sentiments in the 
letter, I confess that I found what I consider to be a glaring omission, that is to pray for those who are 
acting out their fear and hatred in these violent ways.  In my sermon of August 20th I quoted Nelson 
Mandela who said that, No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin or his 
background or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught 
to love.” One of the challenges facing us is how do we teach people to unlearn hatred and learn to love? 
I would be very interested in your response to the question and to the letter. 
 

Peace,  

JanetJanetJanetJanet    
 

 

 

 

Dear Members, Friends, Clergy, and Leaders of and within the United Church of Christ, 
 

We, the Council of Conference Ministers and Officers of the United Church of Christ, strongly con-

demn the acts of violent hatred expressed by the white supremacists, Neo-Nazis, and Ku Klux Klan 

members, who marched in Charlo&esville. Their white robes and burning crosses were replaced with 

polo shirts, khakis, and *ki torches, while their lynching was replaced with a speeding car barreling 

through a group of peaceful protesters with the inten*on of harming and killing others, which it did.  
 

We confess that the events of Charlo&esville are systemic and communal expressions of white privi-

lege and racism that con*nues to pervade our na*on's spiritual ethos. And if we only condemn the 

acts of August 12, 2017, without condemning the roots of racism, which perpetuate discrimina*on in 

our American schools, jus*ce system, business, and healthcare systems, then we have sinned as well. 

We must work toward the Kin-dom of Heaven here on earth now for the sake of a just world for all. 
 

We do this by commi3ng to follow the ways of Jesus, who stood with the oppressed, spoke out 

against poli*cal and religious powers, and courageously embodied a just world for all as he sought to 

create it. Today, we must follow the ways of Jesus in addressing the hatred of white supremacists and 

racists among us. 
 

Our local UCC churches must be true solidarity partners with those who march in the streets.  Our UCC 

churches are encouraged to move from the sanctuary and walk alongside other clergy and community 

leaders who seek to resist, agitate, inform, and comfort. We must resist hatred and violence. We must 

also agitate ourselves…about any racism within or among us. We must inform ourselves…what our 

sacred stories reveal to us of a just world for all. We must lament and grieve with those who are in-

jured or murdered during violent confronta*ons. And we must comfort those who have been discrimi-

nated against with the transforma*ve love of God. 
 

As we go forward, let us model the legacy of ac*vism through our sacred call given to us by our UCC 

ancestors: May we be prophe*c truth-tellers like our Congrega*onal Chris*an forebears, who 

marched in public squares demanding equality for all. May we serve others, and remain faithful wit-

nesses like our Evangelical and Reformed forebears, who tended to the needs of the forgo&en.  
 

In the days to come, may God's truth, mission, and courage be our guide to embodying the Kin-dom of 

Heaven here on earth. 
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The committee has been meeting throughout the summer. To date we have met with Deborah Blood, UCC 
Conference Minister to review the search process and identify assistance available to our church. We have 
gathered information from the Holy Conversations, and our UCC core values to begin the update of our church 
profile. 
  

Right now we want YOUR help because we need your input to shape our church for the future. There will be 
multiple opportunities to do this. First will be a survey in September. Then focus groups during the fall. Your 
feedback on many factors will be essential to making decisions in completing this search. Throughout this 
process please contact any member of this committee with questions.  The committee members are as fol-
lows: 
 

• Catherine Hannon = 837-1962 (catherineh116@gmail.com) 

• Deb Gray (co-chair) = 433-0427 (Deborah.gray48@gmail.com) 

• Dorothy Eckhardt = 829-4580 (dteckhardt@hotmail.com) 

• Eric Tracy = 415-8196 (erictracymaine@gmail.com) 

• Geoff Gattis = 781-2603 (ggattis@bathsavings.com) 

• Janet Yancey-Wrona = 317-0960 (jwrona@maine.rr.com) 

• Kyle Glover = 807-6929 (kyle.james.glover@gmail.com) 

• Laura Rodas (co-chair) = 671-9255 (lnash8@aol.com) 

• Susan Hayhurst = 329-0946 (susan.hayhurst@gmail.com) 
 

 Please be sure to attend service on Sunday, September 10 when the committee will be officially commis-
sioned. 
 

Thank you!  
C. Hannon 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Please note that Sunday, September 10, 2017  
has several events happening during and after the service:  

 

The congregation will be receiving new members.  If you are interested in joining  
the church on Sunday, September 10, please contact Reverend Janet (233-7047 /  
jdorman@foresidechurch.org / or revjkdsf@yahoo.com) as soon as possible.  
 

• During this service, the Pastoral Search Committee will also be commissioned.  Please be sure to come 
and support and encourage these members as they start this most important process. 

 

• AND…immediately following service, the Welcome Back/All Church Luncheon will be held.  This 
year’s menu will include a variety of all types of salads and finger rolls (egg/potato/tuna/ham/tossed/
chicken, etc.) and a hoped- for array of deserts.  This fine table will not happen however without your menu 
donations so please go the following website to sign-up!  www.perfectpotluck.com.  Coordinator’s Last 
Name:  Sklarz-Libby.  Password:  8026.  Call the office if you have any problems accessing this site. 

 

• ALSO...if you have standard camera equipment, besides your smart phone, please consider stepping into 
the role of church photographer.  This Sunday just lends itself to a lot of fine photographs, ones that can 
be used on the church website, as well as on the table at the November Peoples United Bank display ta-
ble.  Please contact the office for further details. 

 

• EQUALLY IMPORTANT...Welcome back our Sunday School Teacher Beth Penrose! 
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Sunday School Updates 

(W. Tracy) 

 

We are thrilled to announce that this fall will see the start of 
a Youth Group for youth in grades 6-8th grade. John Kipp 
and Lisa Nash, with help from Beth Penrose, will be lead-
ing this group twice a month throughout the year. The goal  
is to foster connection, to tackle faith questions and to inter-
act with the wider community through conversations and 
activities, youth directed community service projects and 
fun gatherings (and snacks, of course!). While the planning 
group has some fun ideas for outings, projects and conver-
sations, they hope that the middle schoolers will take the 
lead and share their ideas on what they would like from a 
Youth Group experience. 
 

There will be a charge of $25 for the whole year, which will 
cover snacks and supplies (each member will receive a 
workbook). 
 

We have reached out to area churches with the hopes that 
we can include other interested youth, and possibly coordi-
nate planning. In addition, youth are encouraged to invite 
any interested friends to attend.  
 

The first meeting will be September 17th, please see the 
flier for more detail on dates and times. If you are interested 
in signing up, please contact Christina Sklarz-Libby in the 
Church Office at cslibby@foresidechurch.org 

The Foreside Book Club…                                          (M. Hinkel) 
 

...will resume on Tuesday Sept. 19th at 3:00 p.m. in the parlor when 
we will talk about A Man Called Ove. We would love to have any one 
join us for what is always a good time and a thoughtful discussion. All 
are welcome! 
 

A Man Called Ove—Fredric Blackman     
 

 He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes 
as if they were burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He has 
staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him 
“the bitter neighbor from hell.” But must Ove be bitter just because he 
doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the 
time? Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So 
when one November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty 
young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten 
Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of 
unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up 
a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a 
local residents’ association to their very foundations.  
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On August 20th, we went to the Audubon  
with a few other families to participate in Family Church.  

 

We discussed looking at the world around us and how God is re-
flected in what we see every day.  
 

We explored nature by looking at the plants and wildlife, including 
the apple trees and pond life (frogs, "flat worms", tadpoles and two 
snapping turtles!) Family church was really fun, because it was 
church, but it was outside and we got to climb trees and enjoy na-
ture. We would definitely like to do it again! 
 

Caroline and Julia TracyCaroline and Julia TracyCaroline and Julia TracyCaroline and Julia Tracy    

At "Destination Hogwarts" at Pilgrim Lodge, 
Rhys Harrison and Olivia Knudsen had the 
traditional fun of – swimming, boating, cook-
outs, talent show, ice cream every day and in-
terest groups – with a magical Harry Potter 
twist! They explored the lessons of Jesus by 
asking “What would Harry Potter do?” This 
year was all about courage, the courage to 
stand up, to fight for justice, to trust, to for-
give, to change and to connect. Dumbledore’s 
Army laughed, played, prayed and learned 
about courage through the world of Harry Pot-
ter!  There was also lots of dressing up for a 
Halloween feast, a Christmas feast and a Yule 
ball...and both girls made some great friends! 

Rhys is 5th & Olivia is 8th from the left in the third row from the front.  Rhys has the yellow lanyard and  
Olivia has glasses.  Both girls happen to be wrapping their arms around their neighbor's shoulders! 

Destination Hogwarts 
Calling all Harry Potter fans!  

The Magic Is Back! 
August 13-19 

Campers Entering Grades 5-9 

(C. Knudsen) 
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Stewardship Updates 

 

Your stewardship ministers have been working behind the scenes, planning re-painting the sanctuary, sprucing up 
the inside and outside to make a good impression on any new minister we hope to attract.  We welcome any of your 
suggestions.   
 

Meanwhile it will soon be pledge season, and we are confident that our belief in the mission and community of FCC 
will be reflected in generous support.  We are looking for 100% participation…… as will any minister considering 
joining us!  Keep that in mind.  We are a financially solid church with committed, energetic leadership.  This is a 
winning combination and should be attractive to a great minister in search of a new congregation. 
 

Christmas FairChristmas FairChristmas FairChristmas Fair    
 

Summer is over!  Cars are headed south.  You’ve dug the crayons out from be-
tween the couch cushions, scraped the blueberries off the floor, and put the grand-
children’s bike and high chair back in the basement.  You’ve sent the forgotten 
sweater back to the old friend from Texas who every year just loves the fact that 
you live in Maine.  In our newly quiet houses, after the towels and sheets are dried 
we sit back and contemplate the next season……. Christmas Fair preparation! 
 

The fair is social; it’s colorful and merry; it’s good fellowship; it’s yummy!  It’s a 
great place to buy presents for your loved ones! 
 

In case you may have forgotten, here are the many ways you can take part: 
 

∗ Donate Aunt Jean’s china, or the unused drill, or the Christmas decorations you don’t use.  
(Do that any time – leave things on the stage - we will sort them!) 

∗ Make and donate any extra jars of jams or preserves. 
∗ Donate little things to the children’s store so they can buy for their parents. 

∗ Make and donate candy. 
∗ Donate a weekend at your vacation home (mutually convenient time, of course). 

∗ Donate a boating or fishing outing. 
∗ Donate a couple bushels of apples for us to make and freeze apple pies. 
∗ Donate a membership in your favorite non-profit (a double benefit). 

∗ Donate a 1 hour consultation by your favorite professional  
(architect, financial planner, garden designer, personal trainer). 

Donate an unused antique piece of furniture. 
Donate a gift certificate from a favorite store or restaurant. 
Join us to make crafty things – dates to be determined. 

Work at the fair behind a table, or help set up before, or clean up after. 
Help in the kitchen. 

Help decorate and organize the wreathes.  Order a wreath. 
 

And then come to the fair on Dec 3rd , have lunch with your friends, and buy wonderful things! 
 

If you are interested in any of the above, contact me 
(cwardmd2@gmail.com)  
and I will point you in the right direction. 
 

Best to all of you – 

 

C�r�� W�r� 
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 Jill Ann Fox, known to all of us as Jill, is a true 
Mainer, born and bred.  Her life began in her family’s 
home on August 28th, 1943.  She identifies her self as 
“a county girl” hailing from Wade, Maine in 
Aroostook County.  Wade, she reports, consists of 5 
roads, all dead ends, none of which connect. 
 Jill’s family consisted of her parents Basil and 
Joyce (Porter) Fox, an older brother Gary who died 12 
years ago from pancreatic cancer, her brother Ron, 2 
years younger, who lives in Security, Colorado, and the 
youngest Jeffrey who is still in Aroostook County on 
Madawaska Lake.  Jill is very close with her niece Tra-
cy Whittier, Gary’s daughter, who lives in North Wa-
terboro with her husband and 4 children.  Basil was a 
potato and dairy farmer.  Joyce taught English, Biology 
and French at Washburn High School for 2 years.  
Among some old papers, Jill came across her mother’s 
original teacher contract.  It stated that she would earn 
$800 for the year and when she married, her contract 
would be terminated.  
 Following in her mother’s footsteps, Jill be-
came a teacher.  After graduating from Washburn High 
School, she enrolled at Farmington State Teachers Col-
lege, (now called U. Maine Farmington), where she 
obtained her degree.  In 1965 she immediately began 
teaching Home Economics at Falmouth High School 
from where she retired 38 years later in 2003.  While 
teaching, she earned her Masters degree from USM in 
1972.  When Jill began her job at Falmouth High, the 
superintendent asked pleadingly if she planned on stay-
ing more than a couple of years.  Although he died be-
fore Jill retired, she still felt the need to check in with 
his wife making sure it was OK for her to go. 
 Jill has not slowed down much since retirement.  
She has been volunteering at the Falmouth Food pantry 
since 2006 where she is now a manager.  The many 
activities at the Foreside Church have kept her in-
volved and engaged.  She enjoys knitting, quilting and 
reading, all of which she does at the church as well as 
at home.  Jill has been seen in the Sunday school with 
the kids and was on the Fellowship committee for a 
number of years.  
 When Jill joined Foreside Community Church 
in 2006, Paul Shupe was the pastor.  She had grown up 
in the Baptist Church, but had left there and likes to say 
she attended “St. Mattress by the Sea” for a number of 
years, taking her leisure on Sunday mornings.  It was 
on her bucket list to find a church to belong to once she 
retired.  Paul Shupe remembering her name the week 
after she first attended was enough to keep her coming 
back.  The things Jill most appreciates about FCC are 

the sense of community and the variety of activities 
that are offered. 
 Jill did not hesitate to say that the people who 
made the biggest contribution to who she is today are 
her parents.  Basil and Joyce instilled in her the im-
portance of honesty, respect and putting others’ needs 
before her own. From ages 6 through 17, when school 
was out for harvest, Jill picked potatoes on the family 
farm.  After harvest they traveled to Bangor to buy 
their winter clothes.  That experience shaped in her the 
value of hard work and gave her some early lessons in 
money management. She was also shaped by her expe-
rience with the 4H club, which gave her a push toward 
wanting to teach Home Economics, and also taught her 
leadership skills.  In addition, she learned lessons in 
self-sufficiency, auctioning off cows to help pay for 
college. 
 Jill currently lives in Falmouth where she has 
been since 1965.  She has been in the same house since 
1972.  Her live-in companion is her beloved cat Snug-
gles who turned 11 in August. 
 If you have never had the pleasure of hanging 
out with Jill, I would like to suggest that you avail 
yourself of that pleasure!  

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP  PROFILE 

MMP is a regular column to the Steeplenotes newsletter.  Each month the team of Glenny Dunbar and Peter Esterquest will reach out to, and interview 
a member of the church and then share the results of these personal and informative discussions here.  It is hoped that these shared lives will expand 
and strengthen the heart of the church, and all those who come here.  Be prepared for Glenny’s and Peter’s phone call to come your way soon! 
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Habitat for Humanity Enjoys Another Successful Year, with the help of FCC Members 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my supporters for making my 19th year as a fund raiser for Habitat for 
Humanity such a great success, again. 
 

Over the years, Foreside Community Church, UCC has received a number of “Thank You” letters from Habitat as to-
gether we raised the largest donation amount within our church community.  Yes it takes time and lots of dedication.  
Lots of calls and also letters to write, and fortunately, the winter months are perfect for this style of fundraising, as well 
as humorously hearing, “Oh, it’s that time again Claudia?!”  Together, we have raised a total of $10,000.00, and built 
one house. 
 

Falmouth resident, and newly appointed director of Habitat, Godfrey Wood, heard of me and my fundraising members 
at FCC and wanting to meet me, requested that we get together for lunch at the Falmouth Grill.  We were joined by 
Laura Duplissi, HH’s Communications and Volunteer Manager, who has delivered many envelopes of checks over the 
years. During this luncheon meeting, I informed Godfrey that I will fund raise for one more year, thus completing 20 
years of support, subject to change...(Yes, you guessed right!) 
 

So again, and for now, thank you all, without whom I could not do it. 

 

Claudia KinnearClaudia KinnearClaudia KinnearClaudia Kinnear    

In this photo from 1998, Claudia received her first 
Gold Hammer Award from Habitat.  The Golden Ham-
mer is extended by HH in recognition of volunteers 
who go above and beyond in their collection efforts. 

The “Greater Portland Family Promise” homeless families program, will begin in this area as the first fami-
lies start arriving on September 10 at the Falmouth Congregational Church.  At this time, it is expected that 
anywhere from one to four families may be expected.  The families will stay for one week at Falmouth Con-
go, and then if permanent housing has not been located, they will move to another host congregation and 
begin the support process all over again.   
 

Foreside Community Church, not having the physical resources to host overnight guests, can help in an as-
sortment of other ways by, donating items to make lunches for the families (fruit, bars, tuna, bread, snack-

packs, juice boxes etc. and plastic sandwich bags), collecting single sheets, pillow cases, towels, and blankets 
for the host churches to use, and, possibly providing cooked and delivered dinners if asked.  A basket is lo-
cated in the narthex for any of the above suggested donations. A three-hour training program for interest-
ed volunteers is scheduled on Tuesday, September 5, 9:00am-12:00pm at HopeGateWay, 509 Forest Ave.  To 
fully appreciate the extent of this 31-year-old, 42 state wide program, please go to 
www.greaterportlandfamilypromise.org.  You will be able to read the full weekly agenda for these families as 
they move through the supporting church community on their way to a hoped for home.   

 

Please also note that October’s Mission Moment will be presented by a “Family 
Promise” staff member.  In the meantime, please contact Dotty Blanchette at 
dorothyb@maine.rr.com or 239-2551 with any questions. 
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OCTOBER 2017  

STEEPLENOTES  

ARTICLE  

SUBMITTAL  

DEADLINE  

IS  

Friday, September 15 

By close of business.  

Men’s Monthly Breakfast 
 

Saturday, September 9, 2017 

 

7:15 to 9:00 a.m. 
 

Members, Family, Friends, 
you are all invite! 
 

FMI John Bischof @ 781-2391 or  
jegbischof@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 



September  2017 Steeplenotes - Foreside Community Church                                              Volume 27        Issue  8                                                                   page 10 

 

“The Guys Next Door” 

 

Foreside Community Church is joining with First Parish Yarmouth and two other Yarmouth churches 
to co-sponsor a spectacular documentary.  It is about Ellie and Peter Mercer’s son Erik and his husband 
Sandro in fathering two children with the help of a surrogate mother.   
 

Entitled  “The Guys Next Door”, the feature-length documentary (74 minutes) offers an alternative to 
the traditional ideas of what constitutes the nuclear family.  Meet Erik and his husband an Italian immi-
grant, who live in Maine and have two daughters birthed by their friend Rachel with donor eggs. 
 

Spanning over three years in the lives of Sandro, Erik and their extended family, the film, shot both in 
Italy and the U.S., explores complicated questions of identify:  How does becoming a parent challenge 
how we see ourselves?  What are the factors that influence who we become?  Can we control what we 
pass onto our children?  Told with candor and humor, “The Guys Next Door” is an inspiring story that 
brings to light the humanity that connects us all. 
 

For more information: 
  http://theguysnextdoorthemovie.com.   

 

Merrill Library in Yarmouth  
September 23, 2017 

Starts 7:00 p.m.    
THIS IS A FREE FILM SCREENING 

COMMUNITY NOTICES (cont.) 
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Fri., Sept. 1  
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b  
Exodus 3:16-25  
2 Thessalonians 2:7-12  
 

Sat., Sept. 2  
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b  
Exodus 4:1-9  
Matthew 8:14-17  
 

Sun., Sept. 3  
Exodus 3:1-15  
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b  
Romans 12:9-21  
Matthew 16:21-28  
 

Mon., Sept. 4  
Psalm 83:1-4, 13-18  
Exodus 4:10-31  
Revelation 3:1-6  
 

Tues., Sept. 5  
Psalm 83:1-4, 13-18  
Exodus 5:1—6:13  
Revelation 3:7-13  
 

Wed., Sept. 6  
Psalm 83:1-4, 13-18  
Exodus 7:14-25  
Matthew 12:22-32  
 

Thurs., Sept. 7  
Psalm 149  
Exodus 9:1-7  
2 Corinthians 12:11-21  
 

Fri., Sept. 8  
Psalm 149  
Exodus 10:21-29  
Romans 10:15b-21  
 

Sat., Sept. 9  
Psalm 149  
Exodus 11:1-10  
Matthew 23:29-36  
 

Sun., Sept. 10  
Exodus 12:1-14  
Psalm 149  
Romans 13:8-14  
Matthew 18:15-20  
 

Mon., Sept. 11  
Psalm 121  
Exodus 12:14-28  
1 Peter 2:11-17  
 

Tues., Sept. 12  
Psalm 121  
Exodus 12:29-42  
Romans 13:1-7  
 

Wed., Sept. 13  
Psalm 121  
Exodus 13:1-10  
Matthew 21:18-22  
 

Thurs., Sept. 14  
Psalm 114  
Exodus 13:17-22  
1 John 3:11-16  
 

Fri., Sept. 15  
Psalm 114  
Exodus 14:1-18  
Acts 7:9-16  
 

Sat., Sept. 16  
Psalm 114  
Exodus 15:19-21  
Matthew 6:7-15  
 

Sun., Sept. 17  
Exodus 14:19-31  
Psalm 114 or  
Exodus 15:1b- 11, 20-21  
Romans 14:1-12  
Matthew 18:21-35  
 

Mon., Sept. 18  
Psalm 77  
Joshua 3:1-17  
Hebrews 11:23-29  
 

Tues., Sept. 19  
Psalm 77  
Nehemiah 9:9-15  
Romans 14:13—15:2  
 

Wed., Sept. 20  
Psalm 77  
2 Kings 2:1-18  
Mark 11:20-25  
 

Thurs., Sept. 21  
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
Exodus 15:22-27  
2 Corinthians 13:1-4  
 

Fri., Sept. 22  
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
Exodus 16:1-21  
2 Corinthians 13:5-10  
 

Sat., Sept. 23  
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
Exodus 16:22-30  
Matthew 19:23-30  
 

Sun., Sept. 24  
Exodus 16:2-15  
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
Philippians 1:21-30  
Matthew 20:1-16  
 

Mon., Sept. 25  
Psalm 119:97-104  
Exodus 16:31-35  
Romans 16:1-16  
 

Tues., Sept. 26  
Psalm 119:97-104  
Numbers 11:1-9  
Romans 16:17-20  
 

Wed., Sept. 27  
Psalm 119:97-104  
Numbers 11:18-23, 31-32  
Matthew 18:1-5  
 

Thurs., Sept. 28  
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16  
Isaiah 48:17-21  
James 4:11-16  
 

Fri., Sept. 29  
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16  
Numbers 20:1-13  
Acts 13:32-41  
 

Sat., Sept. 30  
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16  
Numbers 27:12-14  
Mark 11:27-33  

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 2017 
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